Orford Conservation Commission 

Minutes of Meeting (Approved)

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Present: CC members: Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Robb Day; Alternate: Molly McHugh.

Meeting was called to order at about 7:00pm. 

1. Minutes of January 18, 2007. 

Motion (Tom B./ Molly): To accept the minutes without changes.  The motion passed.

2. Water testing.  Tom B. passed around graphs showing water testing results for 2006 , and for trends from 2004 – 2006 and asked for suggestions.  He will include these in a display for Town Meeting (Mar. 13)

3. Wildlife maps.  (See item 1 of Dec 06 minutes). Robb will check on these on the NH GIS and/or talk with Bruce Schwaegler about them for next month.

4. Connection with local real estate agents. Tom B. tried contacting Twin State Real Estate, but they were not there; he did get in touch with Coldwell Banker, who have an MLS web site.  There are 14 Orford properties on it. Robb got in touch with Martha Diebold and McLaughry, and has been put on their email lists.  He should automatically be sent listing of properties [in Orford?] every 2 weeks or so.  He will forward the emails to the other CC members in between meetings if they look especially interesting.  Bry expressed enthusiasm for acquiring a Town Forest property.

5. Relationship with grant writer.  Bry ran into a man who writes grants as an independent contractor.   His fee is based on the time he spends, regardless of whether the grant proposal succeeds.  It would be cheaper if research for a proposal were done by the CC so he did not have to spend time on research.  Molly said that Sally was going to contact David Hooke about grant writing, and was not sure whether she had yet or not.  Molly will check with Sally, and will talk with David Hooke at a meeting in a couple of weeks.

6. Upper Valley Land Trust Conservation Commission get-together. [This was held Jan 29.  Bry, Molly, Sally, and Emily attended].  This was a good meeting with an opportunity to meet CC members from other towns.

7. Display for town meeting. Tom B. will make a display about water testing including graphs with results.  There will also be a poster about the signing of the conservation easement between the UVLT and Ted Eck and Heidi Wilson, which hapopened at the December CC meeting.  Emily will print 5x7 pictures. Bry will locate maps.

8. Richmond Conservation Land  Bry suggested the possibility of making a trail on this property.  There was discussion of a possible trail location – this might be a single trail down to the peninsula rather than a loop, at least at first.  Maps could be printed up and put in a box so they would be available for people who wanted to walk the trail.

9. Administrative items: The issue of electing chair, vice-chair and possibly secretary was mentioned.  Robb mentioned that there was a petition going around to request recording of meetings, so they could be downloaded from the web site and listened to.

10. Jacob’s Brook conservation possibilities.  Tom B. asked whether there was any word from the Caspersons.  Bry wrote them a letter more than a year ago opening the possibilities of talking about conserving some of their land on either side of the upper part of Jacob’s Brook. There has been no word.  Bry will write another letter to them and see if they will be around this summer and possibly get together.

Motion (Tom B./ Bry): to adjourn.  The motion passed.

 Meeting was adjourned atm about 8:00 pm

Next meeting: Mar. 15, 7:00 pm at the Town Offices.

Minutes taken by Emily Bryant
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