Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of the Meeting

July 18, 2007

Members Present: Mark Marsh, Tom Bubolz, Molly McHugh, Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Thomson and Robb Day

Also Present: Peter Dooley, Selectman

Meeting called to order 7:07 PM.

May Minutes were read over and accepted.

-Molly Asked about Eck Property, Bry stated that the offer as it stands is unacceptable to both parties.  There has not been a  “no” vote.  Tom T. added that the land is currently protected by the easement so no further protection is necessary.   Emily is leery of Mr. Eck’s personal covenants.  Robb said it amounted to owning a $50,000 hiking trail.  Tom T. mentioned the land is under current use as recreation land, this allows for public access.   Molly thought that trail upkeep could be expensive.  Tom T. suggested that we do not vote on it and see what happens.  Ted Eck rejected Peter Dooley’s offer of $60K for both lots.

-Paul Goundry is currently working with the NH DOT on the damage done to the Richmond Conservation Land’s parking area by recent road construction.  We will be kept up to date.

-Bry asked if we should start to work on the Route 10 Eck property.  Emily asked about location of the boundary pins on Rt. 10 and if we could get a driveway in.  Emily asked about access through the NH DOT garage lot.  Robb seconded that.  Tom T. said applying for a driveway permit is a simple procedure and we should try to get one even if we don’t’ use it.  Mark agreed.  Robb said let’s try access through DOT parking area first after applying for driveway permit.

-Laurie Callahan is meeting with Bry to check on the invasive plant species in the Connecticut River.  They will survey the river from the Lyme boundary to the Richmond Land.  Any member is welcome to come.  Date is yet to be scheduled.

-Connecticut River Regional Joint Commission sent recommendations about the DES permit applied for by NH DOT on the Havens property on Route 10.  These were read over and agreed upon.

-Water testing will take place in Lower Baker Pond in late August.  Bry and Tom B. are planning to go and have invited any interested members.  Upper Baker Pond was tested last year.

-A DES permit was denied due to an incomplete application.  Sweet of Upper Baker Road applied for this permit.  We will consider the application when it is complete.

-Emily, Tom T. and Bry went to the NH Fish and Game wildlife mapping seminar and presented the Orford Map to the commission.

-Robb will inquire about the Strymish property on Archertown Road. 

-The commission will take the month of August off with no meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Minutes taken by Robb Day.  

