Minutes of Orford Conservation Commission Meeting, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2008

Present: CC members: Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Molly McHugh, John Bouzoun.

Meeting was called to order at ***pm. 

1. Minutes July 17, 2008 (see item 5 below)

2. Boat Ramp Property cleanup and remove camp Bry will ask Rendel Tullar for help in cleaning up the property.  Nobody in town has a personal attachment to the camp on the property and it should be torn down.  Molly reminded us that in an earlier meeting we had elected to talk with the select-board about removing the shed.  Molly made a motion that “we alert the select-board that the OCC will remove the camp and clean up the grounds”.  John seconded, motion passed.

3. Eck Property driveway permit progress. There was discussion of investigating the possibility of using the State garage property for parking and access to the Eck property.  John said that Bob Eaton would be the contact person for this with NH DOT.

4. Richmond Conservation Land easement. Bry handed out copies of the Baseline Documentation Report (BDR) and the Conservation Easement deed, which the Upper Valley Land Trust (UVLT) provided.  

a) Suggestions were made for the BDR:

- Add “Richmond Conservation Land” to the title page.

- Make correction as suggested in email from Amber Boland, i.e. on p1, it should read 62.4% Open farmland and 34.0% Forested instead of vice versa.

Bry also noted that on p1, while he is currently listed as the Land Management Contact, this goes with the position of Chair of the Conservation Commission, not with him specifically.

b) The Conservation Easement deed was reviewed.  We compared the current draft with the suggestions as listed in the minutes of Jul 17th and found that all suggestions were incorporated.  Sara Cavin of UVLT mentioned in her letter of Sept 3 that she had also amended the definition of the vegetated buffer and added that the CC is the designated contact.  This seemed acceptable to the members.

Bry mentioned that Section 11A helps protect the UVLT against possible nuisance demands from an owner in the future.  Also, relative to section 12F, Bry noted that while the CC is the designated contact, that does not necessarily mean that the CC cannot delegate responsibilities.

Motion: (Molly/Tom B), to submit corrected copy of easement package to the Orford Selectmen for their approval and review by the Town Attorney. The motion passed with John abstaining since he is a selectman.

Bry will call UVLT and say:

1) That no change is needed on the easement except to fill in the date for 2008 Town Meeting date on p 12 (Mar. 11)

2) on the BDR.  Make changes as listed above, plus correct the size of the parking area (20’ x 100’ is the size of the right of way; the parking area is smaller)

3) He will ask UVLT what is the most effective way to present the documents to the Select Board (e.g. give final copies to Select board one week for them to look over and then perhaps to have someone from UVLT present at the following meeting to answer questions.

5. New Shore Land Protection Act. Jay Aube from DES will be giving a presentation on Thurs Nov. 6 in the multi-purpose room of the Middle School.  Bry stated that we are assisting by securing the venue, providing a list of affected landowners and contacting them by phone, mail or public notice.  Molly thought it would be a good idea to provide food and drink
6. Minutes of July 17, 2008, continued Spelling correction, p2 bottom: “E-coil” should be changed to “E-coli”

Motion (Tom/ Molly) to accept the minutes of July 17, 2008 as corrected.  The motion passed.

7. Water testing. Tom B reported on the results from testing for mercury. There were four samples taken in Indian Pond.  Two had results of 1 in 10 million, two has less than that (trace amounts).  The hazard level for mercury is 4 parts in 10 million.   One sample was taken in Mud Turtle Pond; the result was a trace amount.  Test results for E coli in Jacob’s brook were very high in August – enough to close a swimming beach.  This is probably due to the wet summer.  This month the results were high, but there was not a spike like last year.

8. Gravel pit on Rte 25A.  It was brought to the attention of the CC that there were questions about gravel pit operations on Rte 25 A.

9. Question about setback on Jacob’s Brook. Molly inquired about the setback for Jacob’s Brook.  She noticed a new building foundation that seemed close to the brook.  Bry said that he has received communication from DES about the activity on this parcel of land.   There followed a discussion of how to deal with observations by CC members of unusual activities around town – as individuals or as a commission.  John suggested that we need to get facts solid.  Bry wondered what procedure could be developed to best deal with this.

Motion (Tom/Emily): That the meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed.  Meeting as adjourned at 9:30 pm.

Next meeting: Oct16, 7:00 pm at the Town Offices.

Minutes taken by Emily Bryant with help form Tom Bubolz.
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