Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of the Meeting

June 18, 2009

Members Present: Molly McHugh, Bry Beeson, John Bouzoun, Robb Day, Carl Schmidt and Emily Bryant.

Also Present: Rachel Ruppel (UVLSRPC)

Meeting began at 7:00 PM.

Rachel Ruppel introduced herself as a GIS analyst for the Upper Valley and Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPC).  Her last Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) was for Charlestown, NH.  She briefly discussed why an NRI is important and what is involved.  She would work on the maps and help us with the written report while the OCC would verify field data.  Bry asked if she could update maps in the future, she said she could as needed.  John asked if she compiled any fieldwork and Rachel replied that she relies on the Conservation Commission for that.  He also asked where the NRI is kept, she said a copy is kept at the UVLSRPC office and the OCC would get a copy.  She added that the information is not given out to unauthorized individuals.  Carl asked if conservation lands in surrounding towns along the borders are shown and Rachel replied that they are.  Carl also asked what kind of timeframe is needed.  Rachel felt that a good six months is needed to complete the NRI.  She can start anytime on a new NRI.  Carl asked about the cost of the total NRI, Rachel replied that the OCC would qualify for a reduced hourly rate due to our membership of the planning commission.  Her hourly rate would be $50.00.  Bry asked Rachel to describe the three options for an NRI.  1) Maps only.  2) Maps and ground checked corrections with some additional information listed on the maps and a written report.  3) Ground checked maps and help with the write up of the NRI report.  Rachel mentioned that the Layering of type maps could be very useful to the town.  John asked if the GIS software needs to be purchased by the town.  Rachel felt that this was not necessary and she could instruct the OCC on the use of a map viewer.  Rachel noted that privacy issues involving tax maps and lot lines could be controlled with mylar overlays.  Robb asked what the cost of the software is.  $1500 plus $400 per year to update it.  Rachel can update any of our maps at the $50 per hour rate.  Emily mentioned her ability to work with mapping software and offered her assistance.  John mentioned that we as the OCC must decide on the natural resources that we would like to see in the report.

John motioned to accept the May 2009 minutes as read, Molly seconded, all were in favor.

Carl felt that due to the recent elevated levels of Cyanobacteria in Mascoma Lake that lead to temporary recreational restrictions, the town of Orford (lead by the Selectmen and the Health officer), should contact NH DES about testing our most used ponds. Molly agreed.  John reported that the selectboard have not addressed this and he felt it was an OCC issue and not a selectboard issue.  Carl disagreed.  Bry mentioned that he and Carl would look into testing, Carl replied that he felt it was a public health issue.

The Richmond Conservation Land’s Conservation Easement is still being batted back and forth between the town’s lawyer and the UVLT.  Adele Fulton is concerned with some wording that would affect the town’s rights to manage the land.  The UVLT feels that the text is acceptable.

There is no new news on the Soper property; soon the OCC will receive a copy of the summary appraisal that the OCC helped paid for.

Bry lead a discussion on NRI’s.  Bry mentioned that GIS seemed complicated.  Emily replied it can be but she has taken a course in GIS and can help make sense of it.  John reiterated that we should all list what natural resources we feel are important to focus on at the next OCC meeting, Carl agreed.  Robb felt that we should make sure we could use our special fund to pay for the NRI before we proceed.  Bry felt we should look into grants or donations as well as our special account.  Bry also felt the NRI should bring townspeople together.  John felt that many folks have good information.  Bry was impressed with Rachel’s presentation.  Emily felt that the previous presentation by John Severance should not be overlooked.  Carl felt that the NRI will not be perfect but will help raise awareness with the townspeople and help the town with its Master Plan.  Robb felt that too much information in the NRI could also be a problem.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:32 PM.

Minutes taken by Robb Day.

