Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of the Meeting

July 16, 2009

Members Present: John Bouzoun, Bry Beeson, Molly McHugh, Robb Day, Tom Bubolz, Carl Schmidt, Carl Cassel.

Also Present: Emily Bryant, Anne Duncan Cooley, and Ann Green.

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.


Emily Bryant from Stonehouse Mtn. Mapping gave a presentation to the OCC.  Emily focused on her mapping abilities and use of the ARC software.  In answering questions from her presentation Emily felt that her business strengths were with mapping and imaging and not in NRI (Natural Resource Inventory) reports.  Emily felt that she could work with Rachel Ruppel (UVLSRPC representative) on mapping and GIS data plotting.  Emily showed the OCC examples of her maps on paper and on Arc Explorer software, which she could also set up for the OCC on a town computer.  Tom asked about culvert mapping for the town.  Emily felt that this could be done with GIS.


Carl C. motioned to establish a NRI program, which according to state guidelines, should be completed by the town’s conservation commission.  John seconded.  All were in favor.


It was felt that the maps are the core of the NRI.  John felt that we could follow guidelines laid out in our handbook.  Bry asked if we needed a top of the line inventory or a simpler one.  Carl C. felt that it should be a work in progress.  Carl S. went over what he felt should be in the NRI.


The OCC entered into a closed session at 8:10.


Carl Cassel motioned to seal the closed session minutes.  John seconded, all were in favor.


It was discussed which option of NRI packages we should ask Rachel to complete.  Robb felt that the most comprehensive should be used, this includes maps and the report completed by Rachel.  John felt that Rachel should come and discuss this with the OCC.  Carl S. was asked to contact Rachel to ask for a dollar estimate for her services to have for the September (public) meeting.


Bry reported on activity on #23 River Cottage Lane on Sheri and Chuck Clifford’s land.  John informed the OCC that the Cliffords were selling this property and the buyers needed more information from the Cliffords.


Bry reported that there was no new information on the Soper property.  John asked if there were any ongoing negotiations, Bry said no and he will receive a copy of the summary appraisal soon.


Bry reported that the UVLT sent a letter to the Orford Selectmen voicing their concerns over Adele Fulton’s recent suggested revisions to the Richmond Conservation Land Conservation easement.  Jeanie McIntyre felt that we needed to wrap this up due to funding and time.  It was proposed that Bernie Waugh look over the easement and make suggestions.  If it was agreed upon, the selectmen can sign off on the easement.  Bry suggested that the OCC urge the selectboard to proceed.


Bry looked into water testing for Cyanobacteria through the NH DES.  He has some good web addressees if anyone is interested.


Bry presented proof or insurance for Tullando farm to operate on the Richmond Conservation Land.


Carl S. motioned to accept minutes as amended, Tom seconded, and all were in favor.


Bry asked if the trail up Stonehouse Mtn was flagged on a recent hike, John did not know. 


Carl C. asked if we need an August meeting.  Carl S. suggested an early September meeting to meet with Rachel.  It was agreed to meet with Rachel on Monday, August 31st at 7:00 p.m.  The usual meeting in September will be a public hearing.


Tom Motioned to adjourn, Robb Seconded, all were in favor.


Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.


Minutes taken by Robb Day.

