Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting June 16, 2010

Members Present: Robb Day (chair), Anne Duncan Cooley (vice chair, secretary), John Bouzoun, Craig Putnam (alternate), Bry Beeson, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt.

The Chair called the meeting to Order at 7:02.

Rachel Ruppel from the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission showed maps she had prepared depicting Agricultural Resources, Groundwater Resources and Surface Waters and Wetlands. She said that she will be able to add current use lots to the maps. The Agricultural Resources map includes data from the soil survey. This includes prime agricultural, state level and locally important soils. The current use data will be added to the soils map.

The surface waters and wetlands map shows lakes, ponds, streams and wetlands. The depiction of wetlands is somewhat limited because it is based on aerial photography which means that small wetlands under 2 acres are somewhat underrepresented. Hydric soils are not on the map because information is not very specific, and if included would tend to make the entire Town look like it is a wetland.

Rachel will come back in August with all the draft maps to review. The schedule for the Natural Resource Inventory is pushed back a month, so it will wrap up in January. Bry gave Rachel a list of Town water bodies. Rachel said there is not very detailed information on wildlife corridors available. The commission might want to work on adding that in the future.

The next step is analyzing the information we have gathered, and to look at where resources overlap. That will help to identify areas that may be targets for conservation. Rachel will prepare a first draft of the text part of the report. The Commission can then gather more information if there is a gap.

Committee reports followed:

Governance: Anne reported that the committee met and that they are looking at modifying the Salem Conservation Commission Bylaws/Rules of Procedure. The Commission discussed the length that the document should be, and how detailed the document should be. The committee will review models and come back to the Commission with a draft for review.

Educational Committee: Anne reported that the bird walk was well attended. A list of about 30 birds that were identified on the walk will be sent out on the town email list. It may become an annual event. Jeff McQueen did a great job leading the walk.

John Bouzon reported that the Selectboard approved Bruce Schwaegler’s going to the Town attorney about the issue related to the parcel near the dam that was discussed at an earlier meeting.

Carl Cassel moved to adjourn, and John Bouzon seconded the Motion. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25

Minutes taken by Anne Duncan Cooley, Secretary.

