Orford Conservation Commission
Minutes of Meeting May 20, 2010

Members Present: Robb Day (chair), Anne Duncan Cooley (vice chair, secretary), John Bouzon, Craig Putnam (alternate) Tom Skeketee, Bry Beeson, Carl Cassel.

The Chair called the meeting to Order at 7:07.

The Natural Resource Inventory schedule was reviewed. Rachel Ruppel did not arrive, so Tom passed out the Orford Surface Waters Data sheet. Members reviewed the sheet, and suggested that Reed’s Marsh and the wetland near the end of Dame Hill Road and Route 25A be added. Bruce Schwaegler suggested looking at a Fish and Wildlife service map that includes wetlands. Robb suggested we could probably get a list of registered tree farms from the Town.

John asked if any decision had been made about including Class 6 roads. Robb said no decision had been made, and Bry mentioned that we did decide not to include private driveways. John said he would look into information on Class 6 roads.

Bruce Schwaegler presented a map of parcels surrounding Indian Pond, and showed some proposed subdivisions into smaller lots with buildings, so buildings can be sold without selling forest land. At the same time, he had a lot surveyed of property at the dam. He has talked to the Dam and Shoreland Protection agencies, who thought a separate lot was a good idea. The Planning Board has approved the subdivisions. Now the State must approve, and the State requires a conservation restriction to be held by a Town or other qualifying organization to assure no building is built on the lot, or lot is built that discharges wastewater to the parcel. The NH Department of Environmental Services has a standard deed, which Bruce revised for the Orford Conservation Commission to hold the easement. The next step would be for the Town Attorney to give an opinion, which the Schwaeglers would pay for. 

Tom asked what would need to be done to monitor the easement. The Town would enforce it in conjunction with the State. Plans are currently going forward to get State approval of the other lots. Taking the easement would require the Orford Conservation Commission to go to the Selectboard for permission.

Bry asked if a public meeting was necessary, and John Bouzon said he wasn’t sure if it would be. A discussion of general liability issues followed. Carl Cassel noted that getting a legal opinion on the easement issues is essential if we are the Orford Conservation Commission is even considering taking the easement.

Carl Cassel moved to recommend that Bruce Schwaegler approach the Selectboard to get the Town Attorney to give the Town an opinion as to the Town’s potential duties if the easement is taken by the Town. John Bouzon seconded. Discussion followed. The Motion passed unanimously.

Robb handed out a proposed Mission and Bylaws. Bry had a number of suggestions, particularly concerning the Conservation Commission taking a more active role in land conservation. 

Bry moved to table the review of the proposed Mission and Bylaws, pending refinement of the documents for review at a future meeting. Carl Cassel seconded. Discussion followed, and the Motion passed unanimously. Carl, Bry and Anne volunteered to work on the Mission and Bylaws and bring them to a future meeting.

Robb opened the discussion about how to get a larger pool of people involved in the Conservation Commission’s work. A discussion of possible alternates followed. Robb volunteered to talk to John Adams’ wife Susan about possibly becoming an alternate. 

A discussion of publicity for the “Sunday on Sunday” Bird Walk on May 22nd followed. 

Robb brought a bill for legal services regarding the trail easement. Bry moved to authorize payment, if it hasn’t been paid. John Bouzon seconded. Discussion followed. It was noted that the payment will have to come out of the Conservation Commission special fund. The motion was approved unanimously.

Bry asked about the status of the Trail Committee. Bruce said a core group met and that Saturday the 21st there will be trail work on the western part of the trail. Bruce is getting an excavator to come in and create parking. Sally Tomlinson has mentioned a contest to name the trail, and educational opportunities. The first priority is to get the trail on the ground and have a grand opening. The Beesons have made a charitable gift for the trail. Bruce reported there was a lot of enthusiasm on the Trail Committee.

Tom moved to adjourn, Bry seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:30.
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