Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, November 18, 2010
Members Present: Robb Day, Chair, Anne Duncan Cooley, Vice Chair, John Bouzoun, Carl Cassel, Tom Bubolz, Bry Beeson, Carl Schmidt, Emily Bryant, Craig Putnam, Secretary
Guests Present:  Bruce Schwaegler, Peg Merrens (Upper Valley Land Trust)

Minutes of the OCC meeting October 21 were reviewed.  Anne made a motion to include the announcement made at our last meeting of the upcoming “Saving Special Places” Conference; the motion was seconded by John and approved.  

A motion was made by Tom and seconded by Bry to accept the minutes; the motion passed unanimously.

A presentation was made by Peg Merrens of the Upper Valley Land Trust about a new land conservation opportunity in Orford, relating to a property owned by David Bischoff that fronts on Upper Baker Pond.  The property has 1700’ of frontage on the pond, includes 15.8 acres on both sides of the town road (10 in forest and 6 in pasture).  The property has been under a forestry management plan with forester John O’Brien for years. Peg noted that the property meshes well with objectives of the Orford Master Plan, particularly regarding issues of water quality and scenic views, in this case, of Mt. Cube.
The UVLT Board has discussed this opportunity and would like to take it on.  The UVLT would need to compile data on the property, prepare an easement document, conduct a title review, pay recording fees, and take on permanent responsibility of stewardship.  A breakdown of projected costs follows:  


Conservation Easement:  to be donated by landowner


Project Management:  $2500 - $3000


Title:  $500


Stewardship:  $4000
The Upper Valley Land Trust is suggesting a contribution from the Town of Orford of $6000 out of total projected costs of $7-8000.

The projected time frame for consummation of the project was deemed “fairly quick” by Peg Merrens  (somewhere around the turn of the year).

Bruce Schwaegler encouraged the OCC to endorse the project.  The required $6000 is reasonable for the scale.

Carl Schmidt noted the potential for the project to encourage other conservation projects.

Tom Bubolz advocated for moving with alacrity.

Carl Cassel  commented that the Conservation Fund stands at approximately $140,000.  He observed that the consensus of the group seemed to be all interested in proceeding with the project.
Anne asked what the process going forward would need to be and Emily responded that a Public Hearing would be needed, proposing our next meeting December 16 at 7:00 PM.  Bry asked if anyone had anything to be said against the project: there was no response.  Peg Merrens left at 7:45.

John Bouzon requested that if the OCC has recommendations on the paving that section of Upper Baker Pond Road, relating to ecological concerns such as water quality, the Selectmen should hear about it.

Natural Resource Inventory

A draft document was submitted by Rachel Ruppel (in absentia) of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission for our review.  Our focus, stipulated Chair Robb Day, was on issues of substance, not editorial.
Section 4.0  

It was suggested that the sentence beginning “On the western side …” include specific reference to the Town of Orford and also to the Rivendell Interstate School District.

Table 2 in Section 4: Remove the word “Conservation” from the title and amend it to read: “Town Owned Undeveloped Land”.  Also the word “Triangle” should be added to “Huckins Hill Road”.
Table 4, Section 4: adjust figures to read to the nearest acre and round the decimal percentage to nearest 1/10th.

Section 4.0 Surface Waters (p. 7)

The 4th paragraph which starts “Archertown Brook…” was found to be inaccurate, and should be amended by deleting the words “forming Tillotson Falls”, and by changing Creamery Road to High Bridge Road.

The 5th paragraph needs a description of the Sawyer Brook drainage.  Also requested is a mention of Bean Brook as it relates to Indian Pond Stream.

On ppg. 8 and 9 under “Existing and potential threats to the resource” it was requested that the abbreviation in that paragraph CRJC be spelled out.
Under “Current management and protection” p. 8, a sentence should be added listing parcels conserved by landowners.
Under Recommendations for resource protection, it was observed that the text should include recommendations to address the previously noted problem of invasive species.  In the first paragraph of that section on recommendations, in the discussion about VLAP, there should be some mention of nearby ponds that participate in the program, e.g.,  Armington, Goose Pond, …

In the recommendation that the OCC undertake conservation efforts targeted to first- to third-order streams, Anne requested a description of the terms, and a table listing Orford’s streams “by order.”  Or, ask Rachel how best to clarify this.
Emily wondered whether the final paragraph of Section 4.0 should include an estimate of the area of impervious surfaces in town in the form of structure roofs, roads, etc.  Anne suggested that Rachel Ruppel could be asked to determine if there are reasonable estimates that can be made on this issue from existing data.  John requested documentation of the source for any recommendations on this topic.

It was requested that Table 5, p. 9, be accompanied by narrative detailing Tom’s water quality testing; all the data of that testing should be included in an appendix.
It was suggested that the text include brief descriptions of the degree of development of each pond, including the existence of Camp Pemigewasset on Lower Baker Pond (even though that camp is in the town of Wentworth).

Section 5.0 Wetlands

It was the consensus of the OCC that the first item under Recommendation for resource protection – adding buffer protections – be struck.

 The second recommendation should be reworded to say “The Conservation Commission should _continue_ to support…, and it is suggested that additional text be inserted regarding educating the public about the importance of vernal pools.

Section 6.0 Floodplains

Third paragraph, last sentence, change accordingly: “The Connecticut River….” is known for having some of the richest agricultural soils in the world.
Current Management and Protection: add “The Town of Orford has a Floodplain Development Ordinance.
Recommendations for resource protection:  Strike the first sentence of the first bullet.  The second sentence should read:  “The Planning Board should encourage…”

Section 7.0 Groundwater Resources

Third paragraph, 2nd line should be modified to read “5l connections serving approximately 128 residents”.   There was a request that reference be made to “the Rivendell campus.”
Under Current management and protection, 3rd paragraph, the following sentence was suggested as a replacement for what is there: “Several farms in Orford practice sustainable farming practices that endeavor to safeguard our water  supply.

In separate business, it was noted that Emily Bryant will serve on the trails committee with Paul Goundrey.

There will be a walk to check on conservation lands; Robb will send out the info and dates.

The Friends of Orford Libraries Newsletter has requested payment for the portion devoted to our news; it has never previously been paid.  Robb will take care of it.

A motion was made by Tom and seconded by Bry to adjourn at approximately 9:30.

Craig Putnam, secretary

