Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting on October 21, 2010

Members Present:. Robb Day, Chair, Anne Duncan Cooley, Vice Chair/Secretary, John Bouzon, Craig Putnam, Tom Bubolz, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt, Bry Beeson

Guests: Sarah Schwaegler, Bruce Schwaegler, Paul Goundry, Rachel Ruppel

Motion: Bry moved to accept the minutes of the September 16th meeting. Tom seconded the Motion. Carl Schmidt noted corrections. The minutes passed unanimously with the corrections.

Rachel Ruppel said that the charge for the important wildlife areas map would be $275.  That would bring the total for the contract with the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission to $6415. 

Motion: Bry moved to approve spending the $275 for the map. Tom seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Rachel passed out copies of the first half of the Natural Resource Inventory report. She will also email it to Robb, who will forward to the Commission members. She suggested members read the draft with particular attention to the recommendations, and bring additional suggestion. Rachel will not be at the November meeting, but will send the second half of the report for the November meeting. Comments on the draft of the first half should be sent to Robb, who will collect and synthesize comments. Discussion of process followed. Process will be to review suggestions at the next meeting of the Commission. All Commission members should have read the draft of the first half of the report and have comments in time for the November meeting.

Carl Cassel gave Rachel a partial listing of the Tax Map numbers of Town owned property.

Anne asked when we would revisit the discussion of the co-occurance maps. Rachel said there would be further discussion in December. Discussion of whether the cultural and historic resource map should be included followed. Rachel will look at community survey information from the Master Plan. Discussion of additional invasive species to add to Natural Resource Inventory followed. Rachel left at 7:35.

Bruce Schwaegler discussed the nonbuildable lot near the dam. The State requires nonbuildable lots to have an easement so no wastewater will be discharged onto the lot. The Town’s attorney has reviewed the issues. Carl Schmidt asked for updates on the conservation efforts at Indian Pond. Bruce said they are working with the Forest Society and an appraisal is being done. The process is on track and moving forward.

Robb distributed a draft Motion (attached) If the Motion passes, the Selectboard will review, and then the proposal goes to the State, and if approved then the Deed is signed when approval comes back from the State.

Carl Schmidt had questions about the inclusion of more complete language that had been suggested for the Deed.

Motion: Bry read the Motion and moved to approve. Carl Cassel seconded the Motion. Carl Schmidt inquired as to ongoing obligations of the Orford Conservation Commission under the Deed. Carl Cassel said it would be to notify the proper authorities if there were a problem. Carl Schmidt suggested that the email between Town counsel and the Department of Environmental Services be included in the file to support and clarify the Deed. The Motion passed unanimously.

Paul Goundry reported that he went to the Selectboard meeting and talked about naming the Indian Pond Trail, and well as the structure of a trails committee and future maintenance. The Selectboard wanted to know if there would be a cost, and he said no.  Paul said that while he likes doing trail work, that there are also conservation and historic aspects as well. The trail committee has met and the trail is there but still needs work. There needs to be a small group to meet, probably in the fall and spring, to set goals. Perhaps there should be representatives from the Conservation Commission and the Historical Society, as well as the Schwaegler family in the group, with Paul as the Trail Manager. He is looking for a person from the Conservation Commission and the Historical Society. We also need to finalize a name, get permanent signage and get sections of the east end of the trail with water issues worked on next year. Perhaps signage should also be done for the cellar holes, and maybe a kiosk at the ends of the trail. A discussion of possible trail names followed. 

Motion: Carl Cassel moved to name it the Indian Pond Heritage Trail. Anne seconded the Motion, which passed unanimously. Robb said that someone from the Conservation Commission would attend the Trail Committee meeting.

Robb reported that Emily has contacted the Stonehouse Mountain landowners and they were receptive to discussion. 

A discussion of next year’s budget followed. It was decided to keep the budget the same as last year.

A discussion of the upcoming home weatherization workshop followed. The group agreed that the Commission would sponsor the seminar.

A discussion of a Town Energy Committee followed. John Bouzon said that the Committee has been established, but there are no volunteers to run it. Members suggested the seminar might bring out some people who would be willing to volunteer for an Energy Committee.

The Forest Society would like to walk the Richardson and Schwaegler properties under conservation easement. We will decide next month who will walk the properties.

Anne noted that the Saving Special Places Conference has been scheduled for Friday, April 15, 2011, and suggested that it would be a very worthwhile event for Commission members to attend.

Motion: Bry moved to adjourn. Tom seconded the Motion, which passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:03.

Anne Duncan Cooley, Secretary

