Orford Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting on September 16, 2010

Members present: Robb Day, Chair, Anne Duncan Cooley, Vice Chair/Secretary, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Bry Beeson, Craig Putnam

The Chair called the meeting to Order at 7:00

Motion by Bry to accept the minutes of the August meeting. Carl Cassel seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Rachel Ruppel went over various maps she had prepared as part of the Natural Resource Inventory. She noted that she was able to get trail and the Richmond Easement data for the maps, but not other tax map and lot numbers for public lands. Carl Cassel volunteered to get the map and lot numbers for other Town properties. 

A discussion of putting the Stonehouse Mountain Trail on the map followed, and Emily volunteered to contact the landowner to discuss the location of the trail. Rachel noted that the delineation of wetlands at the mouth of Jacob’s Brook is quite accurate. She checked with the Department of Environmental Services to get the most current information on public water systems. 

Rachel then explained that she did a co-occurrance analysis and presented a map showing where resources overlap. The highest values are near water, along Jacob’s Brook, and along the Connecticut river and Baker Pond areas. Higher scores are also in the eastern end of town because of the Appalachian Trail and unfragmented land. Lower scores are in the Orfordville area. These values are based on criteria developed by the Conservation Commission. Bry questioned the white areas along Mud Turtle Pond Road.

Craig asked if we can revise criteria if this doesn’t look helpful. Carl C suggested maps take a weighted approach. Bry said some areas he’s familiar with don’t make sense. Bruce Schwaegler suggested we familiarize ourselves with the Wildlife Action Map to understand the weighting in that. Rob wondered what it would look like if historic areas were removed. Rachel said that would change the Orfordville areas and the areas around the bridge to Fairlee. A discussion of the accuracy and usefulness of various maps followed.

Carl Schmidt asked what other Towns have done with weighting cultural and historic resources. Rachel said none she had worked with had included those. Next time Rachel will bring the underlying maps that were used to create the co-occurrance map, and will also group layers by theme.

Carl Schmidt left at 8:20.

Carl Cassel asked if for determination of fragmentation that a smaller parcel size than 2,000 acres might be appropriate for Orford. Rachel mentioned that there had been a request for a wildlife map, which was originally quoted at $500, but she came up with a new scope, and the cost would be $275. This was not included in the original contract.

Anne announced that the trail dedication event and distributed a flyer. Bruce said that there is a Grafton County event on October 15th to view storm damage. The education committee had been thinking about an event on the 24th on habitat succession from storm damage near the Indian Pond Trail. It was decided to hold off doing an event on the 24th, and maybe do one in the spring instead.

Bruce Schwaegler brought up the subject of the lot near the Indian Pond Dam.  The Department of Environmental Services thought that the Orford Conservation Commission only has to worry about wastewater directly discharged onto the surface. Bruce Schwaegler will have an easement prepared, will run it by the Selectboard and will bring it back to the Conservation Commission, and if it is approved send it to the State. He will work through this process in the next 1-2 months. Assuming State approval, the Deed would then be executed. 

Robb reported that the Eck property was walked, with no issues.

Tom said that he did the August water testing but held off on the September testing because there was uncertainty about the funding.  The sense of the meeting was that we would do no more testing this year.  Robb suggested having an "apprentice" for the water testing, so that Tom doesn't have to do it all.  He also mentioned that the state "Moose Plate" grants can be used for funding water testing; it is too late to apply for it this year, though.

Motion: (Carl C./Tom ) to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
Anne Duncan Cooley, Secretary
