Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, April 21, 2011 - Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Chair,  Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The draft minutes from our meeting March 24, 2011 were reviewed, with minor corrections made.  A motion was made by Tom and seconded by Carl Cassel that they be accepted.  The motion passed unanimously.

The final draft of the Natural Resources Inventory was reviewed, with various edits, deletions and additions being made.  Robb noted the changes and will forward them to Rachel Ruppel.

The Commission reviewed a license agreement with Tullando Farm concerning two town-owned properties, one being the farmland adjacent to the boat launch, and the other being the Richmond Conservation Land.  Both agreements are for five year terms, expiring in 2011.  The Orford Conservation Commission manages the lots.  We agreed to renew the license.

Chair Robb Day announced our annual elections for Conservation Commission officers.  Nominations were made and seconded as following:

Chair:  Robb Day, nominated by Bry, seconded by Emily


Vice Chair: Emily Bryant, nominated by Carl Schmidt, seconded by Carl Cassel


Secretary: Craig Putnam, nominated by Carl Cassel, seconded by Emily

The following caveats were made by nominees:  Robb announced his intention that this be his final year as Chair, and Emily clarified that taking on Vice Chair should not be understood as readiness to take on chairmanship in succeeding years.

All three nominations were approved unanimously.

Under “new and old business” Bry challenged the commission – now that the Natural Resource inventory is completed – to think about which of the NRI recommendations we would like to take on.  Commission members expressed interest in a culvert study.  There was agreement that we should review and prioritize the NRI recommendations.  Bry also put forward an idea for stimulating appreciation of our natural environment, by starting a Photo Club, which could assemble, and perhaps publish in some format, photos of Orford’s natural beauty.
Water Testing:  We have the same budget as last year.  Tom is happy to have help.  Should we participate in the Volunteer Lake Assessment program?  A grant writer should be able to get us funds from grants.
Carl Schmidt announced a bird walk sponsored by OCC led by Jeff MacQueen at Indian Pond June 4th (
rain date June 5th).

It was announced that the Northern Pass project (electricity transmission lines) has dropped the proposed “alternate route” through Orford.  In connection to OCC’s opposition to this project, it was noted that we all have a responsibility to save energy; is there a way the OCC can stimulate interest in energy conservation?  This renewed an interest in setting up an Energy Committee – an initiative of a few years ago that many area towns have embraced.  Emily will bring forward details of what an energy committee is all about.
Tom moved that we adjourn, with Bry seconding, and all approving, at 8:45.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

