Orford Conservation Commission Minutes January 20, 2011 – Draft
Members present:  Robb Day, Chair, Anne Duncan Cooley, Vice Chair, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt, Craig Putnam, Secretary

Guests present:  Kelly Monahan

The draft minutes for our meeting December 16, 2010 were reviewed and corrected.  Carl Cassel made a motion, seconded by Tom Bubolz that the minutes be accepted.  The motion passed unanimously.
Emily Bryant, Alternate, was seated by the Chair to fill out the 7th position on the Commission.

Rachel Ruppel arrived at 7:15 and directly started the process of reviewing the draft Co-occurrence Map that she had prepared on the basis on our previous suggestions.  There are now 5 features shown: Aquifers, Surface Waters, Agricultural Soils showing both Prime ag soils, and ag soils of “Statewide Significance” (suitable for agriculture but with some limitations such as slope or rocks), Tier 1 and 2 Wildlife Habitat, and Large Land Blocks (greater than 2000 contiguous acres).  Various aspects of the map were reviewed and discussed.  Does the Appalachian Trail protected land corridor, per se, have importance, or should we be showing the trail itself?  It was agreed to show the actual route of the trail.  Emily asked if we have missed any significant aspect that other towns include, to which Rachel replied that each town shapes their map to their circumstances and interests.  It was noted that some features – such as cultural – have been removed but still have significance; in the future the decision could be made to add other layers to the map.  Robb noted that it would be nice to include the new Bischoff land conservation easement if it is completed in time.  Carl Schmidt expressed the hope that the map could be displayed at Town Meeting.
Emily gave an update on the work she and Bry Beeson have been doing on the upcoming photo contest.  We discussed avenues for getting the word out, as well as prize possibilities.  All agreed that Emily and Bry are doing a great job, and well on track for a display of winning photos at Town Meeting.

Anne called our attention to the approaching annual conference of the Statewide Conservation Commissions, called “Saving Special Places”, to be held at the Kearsarge Regional High School, on April 9.  The $25 fee was deemed “well worth it” considering the large number of informative and interesting sessions to be held.
Carl Schmidt alerted us to plans being considered by Northern Pass LLC to build a new high voltage transmission line from Quebec down through New Hampshire, carrying power primarily to southern NH and the Boston area.  An informational meeting will be held Monday January 24, at 1:00 PM, at the Fireside Inn in West Lebanon.  The plans have relevance to our work in that a possible alternate route is currently proposed as passing through a corner of Orford, exactly between the two Baker Ponds.

Carl Schmidt called our attention to a recent hearing in a NH Senate committee on three bills introduced on the definition of wetlands and permitting.  The apparent effect of passage would be to obviate the need for separate approvals for wetlands and shoreline protection permits, even if both are deemed applicable.

Carl Schmidt also informed us that permit applications have been submitted on behalf of Fish and Game regarding the Orford Boat Landing.  DES “had a lot of questions” and has requested more information.  Carl volunteers to stay in touch with the Selectmen on this.

It is understood that the Selectmen are drawing up a Warrant Article proposing a change in the allocation of the Severence Tax (change of use tax that applies when land is withdrawn from Current Use classification).  In the year 2000 the Town approved allocating 100% of those funds into an account for the use of the Conservation Commission to promote its work.  There was discussion about the pros and cons of changing the formula to allow use of funds for other town expenses, such as bridge repairs.  It was noted that while the current balance of approximately $140,000 might appear to be a tempting pot of money, that money is already allocated; it is future assessments for change of use that are under discussion.  By the nature of the assessment, this source of funds is entirely unpredictable, a problematic fact in budgeting.  All agreed that the Conservation Commission should become involved in the discussion.  To that end Robb will see if the OCC can get on the agenda of the Selectmen’s meeting next week.

At 9:15 Tom made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Anne, and approved by all.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

