Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, June 16, 2011 – Approved

Present:  Robb Day, Chair, Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm.
Motion: to accept the minutes of May 19 (Bry/ Carl S.) 
Some changes were suggested.
The minutes were approved with the suggested changes.
The NRI discussion and bylaws revision items listed on the agenda were deferred till a future meeting when more members are able to attend.

Issue about Conservation Fund donations.  Background: A few weeks ago, the CC received several donations for the Conservation Fund, given in honor of some Orford citizens who had agreed to let their land be used by some people for a gathering.  The landowner did not want payment for the use of the land, but suggested that the people could give a donation to the Conservation Fund.  The checks were deposited and thank-you notes sent to the donors.  Then the land-owners reconsidered and decided that they would rather not have the people use their land.  There was some sense that the donors may want their money returned.
The question is how to deal with this situation.

During discussion of the issue a number of points were made, including:

- It would be good PR and the right thing to do to return the donations.
- But can the money legally be taken from the Conservation Fund once deposited?

- Would any townspeople object to the CC’s returning what might be town money?

- It does not make sense to give away money if we don’t need to.

- It is cleaner just to send the money back. 

- Should we wait and find out whether the donors would like the money returned?
- Robb reported that Dave Connell of the Local Government Center said that we have a pretty good case if we want to keep the money.

The consensus was that Robb should go to the Selectboard meeting next week to talk about the issue, and say that the sense of the CC is that we should send letters to the donors saying (not necessarily in these exact words) that we understand that there has been some confusion about the use of the land and the donations to the OCC Conservation Fund, and if the donors would like their donations back, we would be happy to send it.
Other items:

-Emily reported that the Orford Energy Committee is in the process of being established.  This will, among other things, allow the town to take part in the Energy Technical Assistance & Planning for NH Communities (ETAP) program. ETAP is a 2-year program that started a year ago, developed by the state and federally funded.  Through it the town can get free consultation on energy use in municipal facilities and help in writing grants, etc.

- Carl S. suggested that Cicely Richardson write an article for the JO on the completion of the NRI.

- Carl S. mentioned that the Upper Valley Land Trust (UVLT) has been in contact with the Dennis brothers about conservation on  two parcels: the “river lot” (57 acres - includes the S side of the estuary of Jacob’s Brook) and the “pasture lot”  (about 87 acres between Rte 10 and Archertown Rd.  An appraisal has been done and the Dennis brothers are considering the appraisal.
- Robb mentioned that UVLT is working on the easement on the Bischoff property and it will be ready later in the summer.

- Carl S. heard that Tec Eck is buying the Sommer property – a large (around 300 acre) parcel off Archertown Rd near Town Rd 100.
- Bry heard that Bob Green of Green Woodlands has bought the land that was Caspersons’s in the Quinttown area, etc, and that it may be his development land.
Carl C made a motion to adjourn and Bry seconded.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at around 8:30.
Submitted by Emily Bryant.
