Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, March 24, 2011 - Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Chair, Ann Duncan Cooley, Vice Chair, Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Cassel, Carl Schmidt, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The draft minutes from our meeting February 17, 2011 were reviewed, with minor corrections made.  A motion was made by Bry and seconded by Carl Cassel that they be accepted.  The motion passed unanimously.

Rachel Ruppel joined us at 7:05 to discuss the final phase of our work on the Natural Resources Inventory.  Any additional material needs to be in hand by April 1st.  The final draft will be given to us for our April meeting.  At our May meeting there will be a presentation and training on how to use GIS (Geographic Information System).  OCC members questioned Rachel on how other towns have handled their NRI in terms of making it accessible to the public.  In Sunapee, the focus was on incorporating the NRI into the Master Plan, so the Conservation Commission worked closely with the Planning Board.  In Unity, a push was put on to have the maps ready for display for Old Home Day.  In Charlestown, the approach was low-key, to give them time to digest the information, with an aim to develop various education programs relating to it.  Bry advocated the OCC take plenty of time to familiarize ourselves with the NRI before trying to present it to the public.  Members brainstormed ideas for some event which might present a good opportunity to “unveil” the NRI – perhaps having a tent at the August flea market.  As to longer term accessibility to the NRI by the public, the consensus of OCC members was that it could be put on the town website, with all the maps in a pdf file, making printing easy.  The online mapping functions on the ESRI [publisher of software program] website would be password protected, accessible by Conservation Commission members.  In assessing the wisdom of placing all this information on the widely accessible Internet, the consensus was that virtually all the information in the NRI is already in the public domain, so the degree of accessibility will not materially change.
OCC members proceeded to some final editing of the NRI, reviewing the accuracy of tables, and checking on the scope and completion of the appendices.  Anne questioned whether we have covered the full range of measures of environmental quality, mentioning as examples: air quality, noise, water quality (this one has been addressed to a degree with water testing of certain streams) and light pollution.  It is recognized that the NRI must not be a static and forgotten document, but one that is regularly revised in concert with our growing understanding of protecting Orford’s natural resources.
Rachel Ruppel will return in two months, at our May meeting.

OCC members were updated on the “Northern Pass” proposed powerline project, noting an excellent letter written by Emily and Anne cogently expressing reasons for opposition to the project.  Also noted was the strength of the town’s opposition as testified by the unanimous vote for the resolution passed at Town Meeting; in addition Orford townspeople and OCC members made a very strong showing at the recent hearing in Haverhill.  

The Saving Special Places conference was mentioned again, but it appears none of the Commission members will be able to attend this year.

In other matters, a Wetlands Permit has been received from the DES for the Mousley Brook Bridge, and the DES has also granted the permit for the Boat Launch project.  Carl Schmidt noted that very significant improvements have been incorporated in the plan, due in large part to comments submitted.

The photo contest was deemed a great success, with 28 entries submitted, garnering good attention at Town Meeting.  All prizes have been delivered, with the winning entries to be put on the website.

Chair Robb Day noted that annual elections for Commission officers will be held next month; he plans to run for Chair again.

At 8:30 Tom moved that we adjourn, which Carl Cassel seconded; there was not opposition to the proposal.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

