Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, May 19, 2011 - Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Chair, Bry Beeson, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Cassel, Anne Duncan Cooley, Craig Putnam, Secretary

Visitor:  Sarah Schwaegler

The minutes from our April 19th meeting were reviewed, with no corrections found to be needed.  Bry moved that we accept the minutes as written, and Emily seconded the motion; all approved.

The two license agreements for use of town-owned agricultural land by Tullando Farm were returned with a signature from Rendell Tullar, having been reviewed by the Selectmen.  The Orford Conservation Commission members present signed the documents.

Chair Robb noted that several checks have been received as monetary contributions to the OCC in honor of Peter and Linda Dooley.  Surprise at having bolstered our Conservation fund balance in this way, as well as appreciation to the Dooleys, was noted.

An announcement was made of the upcoming OCC birdwalk on June 4 at 8:00, at the trailhead of the Indian Pond Heritage Trail on Indian Pond Road.  This walk will be led by Jeff McQueen.

Through Emily we learned that Sandra Moffat has asked if there might be interest in a talk on coyotes sponsored by OCC for the public.  The talk would be presented by a representative of the group known as Wild Dogs NE, and would cost approximately $200.  Emily will provide members with the online link to information on the group.

Rachel Ruppel (from Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Planning Commission) arrived with the final draft of the Natural Resource Inventory., having made the changes we requested, and commenting that it looks great.

Carl Schmidt passed on to Rachel Jeff MacQueen’s list of wildlife species approximately 200).  Sarah Schwaegler is working on a similar list of plant species, and requested our thoughts on whether she should be aiming for a totally complete list of all plants in Orford (a completely overwhelming task, we all agreed).  Commission members strongly encouraged an approach of getting down what Sarah feels are the most notable ones, and that she be primarily guided by making the list do-able rather than so thorough that it couldn’t be completed in time to be part of the NRI.

Rachel brought the final versions of our maps.  Several important edits were noted however, and Rachel was quick to assure us she would include the corrections on the final copies of maps that we receive.

Carl Cassel left at 8:00, and Anne left at 8:30, with Bry following soon after.
Rachel is going to give the commission two paper copies of the final version of the NRI, one copy of the large paper maps, and a CD/DVD including digital versions of the report, maps, and data.  The town of Orford owns all of this data (Upper Valley Lake Sunapee RPC keeps its own copy on file).   Rachel showed members how to view the digital NRI maps using Adobe Reader and ArcGIS Explorer software.

OCC members enthusiastically affirmed Rachel Ruppel for a great job done!

Emily moved that we adjourn, Craig seconded the motion, and all approved.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

