Orford Conservation Commission Minutes October 20, 2011 - Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Schmidt, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The minutes from September 15, 2011 were reviewed.  Tom moved that they be approved, Bry seconded the motion, and all approved.

The Natural Resource Inventory, now completed, is ready to be presented to the town.  The members agreed to use our next regular meeting for a public presentation and introduction, and set the date for Friday, November 18, 2011, in the Multi-purpose Room of Rivendell Academy at 7:00 PM.   Members agreed to post the meeting on the town ListServ, as well as sending out a boxholder.  Carl Schmidt offered to get forty copies printed at Gnomon Copy, which would provide enough for ten to be sold to interested members of the public ($10 each).
The explanation of the different parts of the NRI will be done by members of the OCC; Robb, as chair, will do the initial introduction.  The OCC agreed to invite Rachel Ruppel from the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Planning Agency to attend the public session and speak on the “big picture” of Natural Resource Inventories, comparing our effort with that of other towns in the state.  The various chapters and other components such as the appendices will be divided up amongst members of the OCC.  Members agreed to meet for a “run-through” Tuesday, Nov. 8, at 7:00 at the Town Office.  

Report from the Chair:  

There remain $440 in the OCC account from last year’s budget.  Robb submitted a “flat-funded” proposal for next-year’s budget @ $1710.00

Regarding the issue brought forward at last month’s meeting regarding repair work needing to be done on the Connecticut riverbank at the Gabarino and Whittaker house sites, Carl Cassel did visit the sites to check on the work being done, and a letter was sent by the Chair in support of the project to the Department of Environmental Services, as requested.

The conservation easement on the Bischoff property on Upper Baker Pond is now completed; the OCC contributed $6000 to the costs of the project.

Elections for board officers will be held in April 2012; Robb announced he will not run again for Chair.

The film “Greenfire” (a documentary film of the life of famed conservationist Aldo Leopold) will be shown at the Orford Social Library November 7 at 7:00 PM.
Robb received a letter from a representative of the four who had made a donation to the Orford Conservation, in which they accepted our stand that the funds could not be returned, and asked that the donation be recorded as having been given in honor of the Landry family.

Tom moved that the meeting be adjourned; Bry seconded the motion and all approved.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

