Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, September 15, 2011 - Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Carl Schmidt, Emily Bryant, Carl Cassel, Tom Bubolz, Bry Beeson, Craig Putnam, Secretary  Visitor: John Adams, town treasurer

The minutes from our July 21, 2011 meeting were reviewed.  Carl Schmidt moved that the minutes be approved and Emily seconded the motion; all approved.

Chair Robb Day had a discussion with the Select Board regarding the donations made to the Conservation Commission in April; they recommended the donations not be returned.  Treasurer John Adams noted the donations had been freely given for no consideration on the town’s part, and with no strings attached.  To return the donations would set a poor precedent for the future, he felt.  Robb read a draft of a letter he had written to the individual representing the four donors in question, noting that the donations had been freely given for no consideration, and had been accepted and acknowledged with a letter for tax purposes; the OCC deems it unwarranted to return the funds.
Carl Cassel made a motion that we not refund the donations; Tom seconded the motion and all approved.  It was agreed that we send the letter drafted by Robb, which will be placed on file.

Peter Spier from N.R. Consulting Services, with Rusty Estes of Estes and Gallup Contractors, addressed the Board concerning two properties, located at #1111 and #1141  NH Rte. 10, owned by the Whittaker and Gabarino families, respectively.  Both of these properties, located on the Connecticut River, have suffered slumps of the river bank in April and May of 2011.  The work necessary to stabilize the bank in those two locations was described.  A request was made for a letter of support to be sent by the OCC to Bill Thomas of the Wetlands Bureau of the Dept. of Environmental Services.  The OCC was in favor of complying with the request.  Emily asked that they double check floodplain Regs to assure the work fully complies.  Bry and Carl Cassel will visit the sites.
Carl Schmidt brought forward recommendations for publicizing and distributing copies of the newly-completed Natural Resource Inventory.  Presently there are two copies in print and several CDs have been made.  It was agreed that Carl should purchase from Gnomon Copy some 20 additional copies for distribution.  Carl suggested that we might use the next meeting to plan for a public session in November to present the NRI.
The OCC agreed to contribute $40 to co-sponsor with the Orford Social Library a showing of the film Mother Nature’s Child, which deals with the estrangement from nature of modern-day children in the digital age, and chronicles several efforts to counteract that trend.
Robb noted that improved signage is needed at the trail heads of the Indian Pond Heritage Trail.  An improved sign is also needed at the Richmond lot.

Tom moved that we adjourn the meeting, which Bry seconded and all approved.

Craig Putnam,  Secretary

