Orford Selectmen Minutes

January 9, 2008

Selectmen Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and Peter Dooley

Others Present:  Dennis Streeter, Bruce Gray, Charlie Waterbury, Martin Cashin, Steve Allen and Sheri Clifford

The Board discussed the new Local Government Center health insurance rates with the employees and will get rates for Delta Dental as soon as possible.

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

The minutes of the January 2, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

The Board discussed the proposed culvert thaw system with C. Waterbury and decided the money could not be encumbered as a contract had not been entered into during 2007.

C. Waterbury reported that the new truck was being pained and hoped to have it next week.

The Board discussed the warrant article for a loader and agreed to have a “not to exceed $50,000” amount.  C. Waterbury stated that 40-60% use of the backhoe was for loading purposes, which will extend the present backhoes life seven more years.

P. Goundrey reported that the town mower had about 1200 hours and he spoke with Charlie Pierce about using it another year.  Pierce felt that with regular oil changes it could be used another year, C. Waterbury agreed and said that he would help in keeping the mower clean.  P. Goundrey said that Parks and Playgrounds Committee needed to discuss mower maintenance with Keith Brooks.

P. Goundrey reported that he had spoke with Stuart Corpieri regarding capital reserve and Corpieri will get something to the Board next week.  P. Goundrey also spoke with George Beaymier regarding the woodheat exemption.  Beaumier will form a committee to gather information on how the exemption works and what it would be and write a warrant by February 8th.  

The Board set a meeting time with the Budget Committee for January 23, 2008 to review the budget and will hold a Public Meeting on February 5, 2008, public notices would be posted by January 30, 2008.

P. Goundrey discussed the cost of living increase with the Board and reported on what other towns have budgeted for, Bow 2.5 and 3%; Claremont 3%; Grafton 2.3%; Jaffrey 3.5%; Keene 3% and Plaistow 3.2%.  He will contact Local Government Center and speak with Barry Cox regarding this.
P. Dalton will write the warrant article for the Emergency Management Center and P. Goundrey will write the warrant article for the Loader.

Steve Allen, Brett Purvis Assoc., address the Board with a new proposal for an assessment contract with the town.  For annual pickups, new or newly modified properties $45.00 per parcel.  Administration of other assessing functions (review of data, board meetings, equalization report review, DRA monitoring, current use release and land use change tax) to be provided by a qualified person on site one day per month at $600.00 per day.  P. Dooley asked if assessing the utilities were an additional cost and was that something he did.  S. Allen said that the cost was included and he thought Mr. Purvis assessed utilities.  He would check and report back to the Board.  The Board told S. Allen that they would be making a decision on assessors soon and will contact him at that time.

8:00 PM Closed Session entered to discuss a direct assistance matter.

8:21 PM Open Session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

