Orford Selectmen Minutes

April 23, 2008

Selectmen Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and Peter Dooley

Others Present:  Steve Allen, Ann Green, Barry Cox and Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

Ann Green informed the Board that the Orford Historical Society has re-grouped and will begin by offering a presentation by Bridget Fariel from Rivendell Academy on homes boarding the Rivendell Trail.  Green requested using the town mailer permit, to be paid by the Historical Society, to send out a Town mailing informing them of this presentation and to also send out future notices and announcements.
A motion was made and seconded to allow the Orford Historical Society to use the town’s mailing permit, at their own expense, to send town wide boxholder mailings.  The motion passed.

Steve Allen spoke about pick-ups from the property inventory cards and asked the Board about other properties that were listed as “review” in the Avitar system.  Allen has made copies of these property cards, will review them and report back to the Board in May.  Allen will speak with Louise Mack, Tax Collector, regarding subdivision that require completion before the first tax billing.

Allen reported that he visited the Hodge residence and made a minor abatement adjustment and he also met with Stacey Thomson and will do an abatement on his river front property stating that the assessment on his building was too high and the land was assessed too low.  Allen also said that Lonnie Sanborn was in the office and wanted figures on his pole barn for pigs and a chicken coop on wheels, he explained that he was not able to give figures at this time.  The Board told Allen that they are waiting for a response from the lawyer as how to proceed with Sanborn’s request to keep 5+ acres in current use.  The view factor was discussed regarding abutting properties on the Sanborn subdivision.

P. Dalton asked Allen to review the Schwarz property to be sure the proper amount of acres was taken out of current use for the building, Allen will review this in May.
5:05 pm Closed Session entered to discuss a personnel matter.

5:55 pm Open Session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The minutes of the April 16, 2008 meeting were approved as amended.

The minutes of the April 16, 2008 closed session were approved as written.

P. Goundrey reported that he had spoken with Keith Brooks regarding mowing and they will meet to set up a schedule.

P. Dalton suggested that rather than sending out a bid for the handicap ramp that they follow the Rivendell School District practice and mail out proposals to target local businesses.  The letter was modified to request a proposal and will be mailed out the next week.

A motion was made and seconded to not offer a compensation buy out for Chief Gray for health insurance at this time due to no written policy and the current mandatory 75% participation rate.  The motion passed with the understanding that it will be reviewed at the next insurance renewal date.

S. Clifford reported that Plodzik and Sanderson, Auditors will be here May 14th and 15th to conduct the audit of the town.  She also shared an e-mail from Tom Thomson regarding culverts.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

