Orford Selectmen Minutes

July 1, 2008

Selectmen Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and Peter Dooley

Also present:  Bill McKee, Sarah Schwaegler, Bruce Schwaegler, David Bischoff, Ann Green, Barbara Fowler, Richard Fowler and Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm by P. Goundrey.

B. McKee reported that he has reviewed the old record books and did not find that the “persons unknown” property was even a parcel, his findings were the same as B. Schwaegler and did not find a deed to this parcel.  Dalton asked if the lot can be eliminated or merged, McKee stated he can find no information as to why the lot is even there.  Goundrey asked if there was anything beyond Gould/Richmond deeds that show this was part of that land.  B. Schwaegler again explained the title change for the Ames property and where at times it became confusing.  Schwaegler has been to Concord and is now able to account for the gap in the title change and found no reason for the “persons unknown”.

P. Goundrey requested a copy of the 1819 Levitt Deed from Schwaegler.  Schwaegler will also supply a copy of the title chain once T. Hahn updates it with filling in the gap of ownership.
D. Bischoff asked the board if they were going to abide by the law regarding abatements.  If there is no response to an abatement by July 1st it is considered denied.  Goundrey stated that the assessor informed the Board that he would review the abatement in July and had made an appointment with Bischoff so he could be present.  Bischoff agreed to wait, but he will require a decision soon because the deadline for filing with The Board of Land and Tax Appeals is September 1, 2008.
A. Green asked if the Board considered the land she put into conservation easement be taxed as current use land because it cannot be developed beyond agricultural use and believed there was an RSA to that fact.  The Board said that this was on the assessor’s pick-up list and they would need to speak with him.  Dalton reviewed the current use laws and Green found RSA 79:B 1-9 that the Board respond to conservation restrictions and she requested they do so.
B. Fowler presented a 2004 map, a copy of 3 by 5 property cards and a title chain from B. Schwaegler for property map 008-027 lot 008.  She requested the information given to Dollard Associates used to create the digitized maps.  Fowler also showed three deeds in the Boynton land title chain from 1943 to present and the title chain for her property and Richmond’s with photos of lines showing evidence of a survey line and forestry map of the disputed property line.

The Board decided to have Dollard Associates complete the 2008 map with a dotted line to show disputed property until this matter can be resolved.
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6:25 pm Closed Session entered to discuss a legal matter.

6:40 pm Open Session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The minutes of June 25, 2008 were approved as amended.

The Board discussed the NIMS Training and how please they were with the attendance from the Highway Department, Police Department and two members of the Fire Department and also that the Highway Department has signed and returned the Acknowledgment and Receipt of the revised Employee Handbook.

P. Goundrey addressed an e-mail the Board received regarding portable toilets being kept near Jacobs Brook.  P. Dooley will contact the owners and inquire about the situation and voice the concern about possible run-off into the brook.

P. Dalton will respond to Ruth Cserr’s letter regarding recycling after he researches her questions further and speaks with Floyd Marsh.

P. Goundrey said that he had an update from Carl Schmidt regarding the mall walk and the weed problem.  The Rivendell Life Skills class was to weed, but due to weather constrictions were unable to complete.  Goundrey stated that this needs to be considered during budget time and also edging of the mall walk.

To date the Board has not received the current use agreement from Cindy Sanborn or Lonny and Michelle Sanborn.  The Board will contact them and give them until July 16, 2008 to comply.
P. Dalton said that Jude Parker called regarding the Hibbard septic, he has reviewed the plans and they are within regulations.  Dalton will let Parker know his findings.

P. Dooley reported that Debra Messer from Fairlee contacted him regarding the Fourth of July fireworks.  In the past Fairlee has paid for half and Allen Avery paid the other half and she was wondering if Orford would be willing to contribute in the future.  The Board agreed to discuss this at budget time.

P. Dalton showed photos of different wooden handicap ramps and inquired with Fogg’s Hardware as to pricing and felt including labor one could be built at the Town Offices for about $5,000 including regulation rails.  He will contact different installers for further pricing and availability.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm
Respectfully Submitted,
