Orford Selectmen Minutes

September 10, 2008

Public Hearing

Discretionary Preservation Easement for Historic Agricultural Structures

Selectmen Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and John Bouzoun

Also present:  Cicely Richardson, James Cramton, Justin Adams, Bruce and Sarah Schwaegler and Sheri Clifford

Public Hearing was called to order at 7:03 pm by Paul Goundrey

P. Goundrey described the barn easement process requested by the Schwaegler’s and asked for any comments or questions.

B. Schwaegler showed a photo of this property dated before WW II with the home and different buildings and barns across the road.  After WWII a fire destroyed all of the buildings except for the barn that is there now.  Bruce shared  a written history of the location of the Schwaegler Family Tree Farm (attached).
P. Goundrey stated that the Schwaegler’s were willing to extend the easement process due to an oversight of the timeline specified in the RSAs.   New Board member, John Bouzoun, will make a site visit before the next meeting.

J. Cramton asked the goals of such an easement.  Goundrey stated to preserve agricultural structures with a 25-75% assessment value to encourage owners to maintain the structure and Schwaegler stated that it was also to preserve the rural character.

The Public Hearing Adjourned at 7:16 pm

