TOWN OF ORFORD

Selectboard Minutes

January 7, 2008
Members Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and John Bouzoun

Others Present:  Chief Kilmer, Carl Cassel, John Adams, Bry Beeson, Tom Bubolz, Jean McIntyre, Carl Schmidt, Tom Thomson and Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

Chief Kilmer reported on the following:

· Will be attending a Grafton County Sheriffs meeting
· The replacement computer is installed and working well, Ray Coffin will be in to complete the installation of software next week

· Repeaters for the cruisers.  Chief Kilmer has spoken with Tim Surprenant regarding the submission of the grant and Surprenant needs to complete the NIMS Cast Survey before submitting the grant
· NH Department of Transportation fuel cards are in, billing will be once per month
· Shared a letter from R. Wellington regarding traffic safety

· Taught a Driver’s Education class last month at Rivendell Academy

· The Patterson case is now with the county attorney’s office, indictments should go out in the next month

· Chief Kilmer reviewed a 2006 assault case, spoke with the victim and parent and will follow up with them next week

· The Speed Enforcement Grant has been submitted

· The Police Department has switched pager providers

· The Police Department will receive a key to the Humane Society so animals can be dropped off during non-business hours

· Had cruiser maintenance done on the Ford Explorer

· Handed out year-end statistics

· The Police Department will be purchasing two ‘unlock openers’ for the cruisers

· The Annual Compliance Report has been submitted

· Will be doing preliminary work for pricing on a 2010 cruiser.  Will compare options and compatibility with current equipment
· Hanover Police Department has offered two cameras for the cruisers.  These are video cameras installed on the visor of a cruiser and the office would wear a microphone.  Installation for two cruisers would be under $500

6:43 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a personnel matter.

6:45 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

C. Cassel asked the Board to appoint John Adams as Deputy Treasurer.  

A motion was made and seconded to appoint John Adams as Deputy Treasurer for the Town of Orford.  The motion passed.

Bry Beeson and Jean McIntyre (UVLT) reported on the following for the Richmond easement:

· Handed out a FACT sheet addressing items of concern regarding the Richmond property easement
· The Conservation Commission is responsible for mowing of the property

· An agricultural building would fall under the deed restrictions

There was discussion regarding structure, McIntyre stated that structures other than single family dwellings could be challenged by abutters.  A proposal can be written without structures included

P. Dalton asked if the parking area was sufficient.  Beeson stated that a six car, with one handicap parking area was suitable at this time.

P. Dalton asked about the liability limits. What happens if you need to enforce these restrictions?  J. McIntyre stated that the Town Attorney should speak with the Upper Valley Land Trust Attorney to address this matter.
P. Goundrey asked that section 10, Condemnation be explained.  McIntyre stated that there will be sharing interest in this property between the Land Trust and the Town.  Goundrey did not like the wording “in sole discretion of grantee” and felt that “grantees approval” was acceptable.  MacIntyre will review and make the necessary changes to reflect grantees approval and refer back to purposes section.  

The Board also asked what ‘doctrine of cy pres’ meant.  McIntyre explained that it is a shortened version of a French phrase that means ‘as near as possible’ to the intent of the condition.  A judge can come up with the nearest possible intent of a donor.

P. Goundrey asked about the discussion on educational purposes, would it have any educational purposes?  T. Thomson said that he brought up the idea similar to Quincy Bog.  He felt that this is an ideal spot for an educational area and excellent way to share with future generation.  McIntyre will add purposes for education on section 4.
T. Thomson informed the Board that he is a member of the Current Use Board and that they are working on a new formula for forest land assessment rates.  A proposed new assessment rates include a reduction in hardwood and “all other”, but an increase in white pine depending on Stewardship plans.  There will be a public hearing on Monday, January 12th in Concord, NH; if any Board member is interested they can travel with him.
Thomson also wanted to voice his opinion on the Richmond Easement.  He is concerned about letting a third party make decision about Town-owned property.  Examples of the Town Mall/Common and Community Field were given.  The Common has been owned by the Town for 210 years without any third party involvement and continues to be an asset to the Town.  The Community Field has been part of the Town since 1954, beautifully maintained and owned by the Town without an easement and the improvements to the field might not have happened if there was a third party involved with an easement.

P. Goundrey asked what the value was of the Upper Valley Land Trust (UVLT) versus the Conservation Commission.  Beeson stated that the UVLT was there forever in perpetuity.  There was a discussion of honoring the easement without a third party being involved.

Thomson had two articles that he requested be warranted at the next annual meeting:

1.  To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to:  disallow any assessing company or any other entity, including the town, to place any part or portion of the Orford taxpayers property tax card records on the internet.  This would include names and addresses, location, valuations, layouts, diagrams and photos of buildings, lot sizes or anything else found on a tax card or having to do with a taxpayer’s property valuation in Orford.
2.  To see if the Town will vote to allow the Orford Conservation Commission to spend up to a total of $5,000, within a current budget year, bout of the Current Use Penalty Tax Account with a proper public hearing.  The Orford Conservation Commission may spend over $5,000 from the Current Use Penalty Change Tax Account only if the Orford voters first vote to approve a request from the Conservation Commission.  This vote would be scheduled at a regular town meeting or a special town meeting duly warned.

The Board discussed the articles and decided the first article would be placed on the warrant.  The second article raised questions and felt that there was a time constraint and if Thomson wanted it in the warrant he should petition the article.
S. Clifford stated that C. Davenport of Topsham Telephone has received contracts from the power companies and Telephone Company.  Once the contracts are signed he will do a “drive through” with each company and then the work of installing fiber optic cable will begin.  Davenport is confident and hopeful that work will begin in Orford in February. 
8:05 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a request for Direct Assistance.

8:25 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

P. Dalton discussed a letter requesting a bid proposal for a covering over the Niles room exterior door and along the backside of the town office building.  The Board reviewed the letter, made changes and Dalton will distribute.
The Board discussed the possibility of establishing a revolving account for the Parks and Playground Committee under RSA 35-B:2, II for deposit of donations or fees.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

