TOWN OF ORFORD
PUBLIC HEARING

February 4, 2009

Members Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and John Bouzoun

Others Present:  Robert Palifka, Jim Hook, Alan Dyke, Ann Green, Louise Mack, Tom Thomson and Sheri Clifford

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

P. Goundrey reviewed the 2009 Budget explaining that the health, life and dental insurance would not be accounted for within the individual departments of executive, highway and police.  He explained that the highway budget was reduced by removing the $5,000 culvert line item and the $50,000 paving.  Line items that were raised were the contingency fund and due to the bad economy the welfare budget.
A Green asked if money was set aside for a reappraisal.  Goundrey stated that money is put into the capital reserve fund for reappraisal each year.  Green also requested additional money for the Social Library so a cost of living increase could be given to the librarians.  After discussion the Board voted two to one against allocating additional funds to the Social Library.

Goundrey then reviewed articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.  There was discussion on Article 11, a revolving fund for the Playground Committee, asking why this doesn’t go to vote first to see if the town wants this and where.  Goundrey stated that a master plan for the development of the property should be done with as much town input as possible.  Dalton felt that this article would bring about such a discussion.  The Board agreed that they need to meet more frequently with the Playground Committee.

T. Thomson asked why a new truck for the highway department at this time.  Goundrey explained the vehicle replacement schedule and that the one-ton truck was moved up a year so there would not be multiple highway truck purchases in a given year.  Thomson asked the mileage on the vehicle and if it still held a warranty and suggested that this was not the year for this type of a purchase.

The Public Hearing adjourned at 8:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

