TOWN OF ORFORD
Selectboard Minutes

February 18, 2009

Members Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and John Bouzoun

Others Present:  Steve Allen, George Beaumier, Justin Adams and Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

S. Allen reported on the following:

· The current use application for T. Thomson was approved and signed.

· C. Smith, Jr. abatement; Allen has reviewed previous deeds and has corrected the acreage on the property card to indicate .83 acres.
· R. Durand abatement; Allen viewed the camper that is being assessed as a shed.  After a brief discussion, the Board agreed that the camper is not being used as a shed or permanent structure, Allen removed the camper from the property card.

· Further reviewed the preliminary findings of Equalization Ratio.

· Discussed log yards and how much of a parcel should come out of current use, if any.
P. Goundrey suggested Allen review assessments for barns in town the next time he was in the office.
5:55 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss an exemption request

6:05 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

G. Beaumier told the Board that he heats with wood and asked if the Board was interested in reviewing information he has gathered regarding a wood heat exemption.  The Board stated that they would be interested in reviewing his findings at a later date.

P. Goundrey reviewed the mowing bid submitted by Justin Adams.  Goundrey stated that the Board is reviewing the option of contracting for mowing services or to continuing with a part-time employee..  Goundrey asked J. Adams the following questions:
· Estimate the number of mowing per season – Adams said 17 to 22 which includes mulching leaves

· When would this begin – He would begin the first of May

· What would spring clean-up consist of– Power broom sand and rocks along the edge of the grass and picking up of limbs

· What about clippings – He would pick them up as necessary

· Any problem with trimming – Adams said the only problem would be along the fence at the Community Field and suggested using Round Up under the fence line twice a year

The Board said that they have one other person to speak to.  If it is decided to go with a mowing contract then will draft a letter of agreement to clarify expectations and billing schedule.

The Board discussed the John Deere Loader that Charlie Waterbury located and was currently at the Highway Garage.  The 1997 loader has a three-yard bucket and approximately 2500 hours of use.  After discussion the Board voted to purchase the loader.
6:40 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a personnel matter and a request for direct assistance

8:18 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The minutes of February 11, 2009 were approved as amended.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
