TOWN OF ORFORD
Selectboard Minutes

March 4, 2009

Members Present:  Paul Goundrey, Paul Dalton and John Bouzoun

Others Present:  Chief Kilmer, Heidi Wilson, Ted Eck, Cicely Richardson, Tom Steketee, J. J. Hebb, Tina Hebb, Tim Hebb, Betsey McNaughten and Sheri Clifford
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Paul Goundrey.

Chief Kilmer reported on the following:

· Gave the Board a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding between Rivendell Academy and Orford Police Department.
· Sent out two press releases to the Journal Opinion, regarding vehicle unlock and animal control.

· Distributed a Police Activity Summary for February and noted the corrections for January.

· Noted the correction that the Traffic Safety Committee Chairman is required to sign the request for NH Highway Safety Grant money.

· Continues to wait for the NIMs cast survey to be completed to submit the grant for the repeaters and asked for the Board’s assistance.  P. Dalton will contact Tim Surprenant regarding the survey.

· The grants for speed enforcement and stop stick have been submitted.

· The Patterson case is at Superior Court.

· The fraud case is going before the Grand Jury

· A sexual assault case is progressing, the suspect has been located and the Chief will conduct an interview.

· The bullet proof vest grant payment is pending.

5:13 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a personnel matter.

5:20 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The minutes of February 25, 2009 were approved as amended.

The Board reviewed the changes to the Richmond Property Easement.  P. Dalton felt all questions were answered.  P. Goundrey wanted the use of “grantees sole discretion” restructured and will e-mail Adele Fulton with the request.

The Board discussed the amended lease for the boat launch with NH Fish and Game.  P. Dalton suggested that the address be updated to show 2529 Route 25A now that the post office box is no longer used.  The Board signed the lease.
P. Goundrey reported that he had spoken with Jay Belyea regarding the Tatham lot line adjustment/subdivision; Belyea had received the property deed.  Clifford will contact Belyea and request a copy of the deed.
S. Clifford reported on the following:

· She received a copy of a video franchise agreement from Hanover and Enfield.  Charlie Davenport, Topsham Telephone, was informed of the agreement.
· Distributed a draft letter from B. McNaughten, NH Fish & Game, regarding installation of a dry hydrant at the boat launch during construction
· Has input the updated Federal Tax Withholding Table into the town payroll.

The Board will meet at 3:30 pm on Monday, March 9th to review the power point budget presentation for the Annual Meeting.  A notice will be posted at the Town Office and the Post Office.

J.J. Hebb distributed a handout that will be available at the Annual Meeting regarding the proposed playground on town owned property.  She stated that the future upkeep will be the responsibility of the Parks and Playground Committee, not with funds raised by the Playground Committee, with respect to mowing, trash removal and portable toilets.
P. Goundrey stated that the committee needed to have available at town meeting a diagram where structures will be placed along with the parking area as well as a master plan for future uses.  He went on to suggest that the committee meet regularly with the Board and urged that the community be involved in any further plans.  J. Bouzoun asked if the playground committee had become an official sub-committee of the Parks and Playground Committee pursuant to a motion to that effect and a positive vote.  Heb replied yes.
Hebb asked about the cost of Police coverage during their next fund raising event at Rivendell Academy with “The Logger”.  The playground committee felt it was a town function and that they shouldn’t have to pay for a special detail.  P. Dalton stated that the Board could not expect the Police Department to donate their time and expect the tax payers to cover the cost of this special detail.  The Board supported Chief Kilmer’s decisions and denied the request.  If one officer agrees to donate his time and use the cruiser the final decision needs to come from Chief Kilmer.

B. McNaughten asked that that playground committee communicate with NH Fish & Game regarding their planned construction schedule to avoid any conflict.

McNaughten reviewed the final lease with the requested changes made by the Town Attorney.  The Board read and signed the final lease.  McNaughten plans to submit the lease on April 15th to the Governors Council for approval.

The Board discussed the Town Attorney’s and Local Government Center’s response to the petition article regarding the Conservation Commission.  The Board will explain the situation at Town Meeting and suggest passing over the article because it will be non-binding (non-enforceable) if passed.

The Board reviewed warrant articles and petition articles in the town report in preparation for questions at the town meeting.
7:20 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to review closed minutes.

7:35 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
