TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen
Meeting Minutes

March 18, 2009

Members Present:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

Other Present:  Steve Allen

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun.

The minutes of March 11, 2009 were approved as amended.

J. Bouzoun distributed photos of the steps to the oil recycling tank at the recycling center showing that they are in need of immediate replacement.  P. Dalton will speak with Brad McCormack to have new steps with a railing made out of pressure treated wood.  

The Board discussed and agreed that guidelines need to be published to address procedures for advertising, awarding and monitoring bids for town contracts.

5:15 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a personnel matter.

5:30 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

S. Allen, assessor, reported on the following:
· Discussed requests for property tax abatements that were received on or before March 1st with the Board.  He has made appointments with the home owners to view their property.

· Discussed the NH Electric Cooperative abatement request and he will review it with the utility appraiser for the Department of Revenue Administration, Scott Pickman.
· Discussed property inventory forms received to date and preparing to view the changes that were indicated on the forms.

· Explained how he keeps track of homes that are not 100% complete with the Avitar software program.

6:10 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to review closed minutes and direct assistance application.

6:35 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.
P. Dalton reported that Barbara’s Red Stocking has made a donation for food vouchers for needy residents of Orford.  The Board decided that anyone in need of food would request a voucher from Sheri Clifford for Wings Market and the Red Stocking group would cover the cost.
The Board reviewed sample letters of support for the Playground Committee to assist them in applying for grant money.  T. Steketee will draft a letter to be reviewed at the next meeting.

J. Bouzoun showed a copy of the NHRecovery Business and Community Programs packet, a summary of programs expected to bring funds to New Hampshire.  The packet will be available at the town office.

T. Steketee reported that he will abstain from any business having to do with the Porter Miller Property.  The Board felt this was the best decision.
P. Dalton reported on the following:
· He will not be attending the March 25, 2009 meeting.

· He will be speaking with Primex regarding the letter from the Department of Labor regarding the town office building inspection.
· He will contact Attorney Fulton regarding the Richmond Easement.

· Received a call from Bry Beeson regarding the vacancy on the Conservation Commission, Carl Cassel is willing to fill the vacant position left by Tom Thomson and Molly McHugh would like to continue serving on the commission.

A motion was made to appoint Carl Cassel to the Conservation Commission and Molly McHugh for an additional three years.  The motion passed.

· Asked the Board to consider Melinda Ricker and Sheila Conley for the Niles Committee and an additional member would also be needed.

· Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission contacted him regarding the need for Orford to appoint two commissioners to the committee.  Dalton would like anyone interested to contact a Board member.

A motion was made to appoint the following for a one year term by the Board of Selectmen:  Auditor – Plodzik & Sanderson; Fire Chief – Arthur Dennis; Police Chief – Christopher Kilmer; Road Agent – Charles Waterbury; Emergency Management Director – Timothy Surprenant; Deputy Treasurer – John Adams.  The motion passed.

S. Clifford reported on the following:

· To set a Public Hearing for April 8, 2009 at 7:00 pm regarding the video franchise requested by Topsham Telephone.

The Board agreed on the April 8th date and J. Bouzoun will complete the franchise agreement and consult with the Town Attorney if necessary.

· Received a sample contract from Gary Collins that may be used as a start for a draft of the mowing contract.  J. Bouzoun will draft one for Orford and discuss at the next meeting.

· Has received the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Water Resources Primer booklet, it will be available at the town office.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

