TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2009

Members Present:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

Others Present:  G. Porter Miller, Chief Kilmer, Carl Schmidt

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun

The minutes of April 29, 2009 were approved as amended.

The Board discussed the two e-mails from Paul Goundrey regarding the possibility of a current use penalty for a property on Route 25A and weeds on the Orford Mall Walk.

J. Bouzoun will speak with the owner of the Route 25A property. The Board decided to postpone further discussion on the Mall Walk until C. Schmidt was present.

J. Bouzoun asked for clarification on boundary lines at Indian Pond Beach.  He will speak with Bill McKee regarding this matter.

P. Dalton reported on the following:

· The Richmond Easement is now being re-drafted by Upper Valley Land Trust; Attorney Fulton will review this draft later next week.  There is no tentative date as to completion of the easement.
· Arthur Dennis, Fire Chief, will inspect the town hall for fire safety.

P. Miller asked if there was a policy in place that the Fire Chief in town was the only one with authority to give permission to  another fire department at the scene of a fire to deter a fire from spreading to other nearby buildings.  When his building caught fire Fairlee Fire Department was first on the scene and would not spray a nearby building without Chief Dennis’s permission.  He suggested that if this policy was in place it should be reviewed.

· The date for an informal discussion with the Department of Labor about Orford’s alleged safety violations will be June 4, 2009 at 8:00 am.  

Chief Kilmer reported on the following:

· He will be meeting with a new company for Police Department pagers.  At this time there is difficulty receiving pages on time or at all. The pagers could be leased and if damaged will be replaced within 24 hours.

· Grants:  Waiting for money to be approved for the repeater grant.

              Submitted a grant to Local Government Center for a fitness grant to

 purchase exercise equipment that would be housed at Rivendell

 Academy.
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Speed enforcement grant is going well and the quarterly report has been

 submitted.
· Reviewed monthly statistics noting a burglary on Cole Farm Road, an investigation into a felony firearm violation, and that the sexual assault case has gone to the Grand Jury.
· National Crime Information Center (NCIC) has done a purge of the police computer system.  There was a 2006 case regarding a stolen 4-wheeler that no paperwork or a written report has been filed; the determination was to consider the case resolved.

· TMDE was unable to install the cruiser video camera and recorder in April.  Chief Kilmer will try to schedule for installation in May.

· May 22nd, 12:00-3:00 pm the Police Department will hold a Safety Fair at the Rivendell Middle School.  Chief Kilmer hopes to expand the program to the elementary school next year.

6:15 pm, the Board voted to enter into closed session to discuss a personnel matter.

6:25 pm, Open session resumed.  Action taken by Board.  Minutes sealed by Board.

C. Schmidt recommended to the Board that P. Goundrey proceed to obtain quotes for the cost of removal of grass and weeds from the Mall Walk and Bridge Street walkway.  He went on to report that Goundrey has contacted BioSpray about doing the first application to the Mall Walk, the process is usually scheduled for 90 days after the State of NH receives a request from BioSpray.  The Board agreed that Goundrey should obtain quotes for weeding.  Three weeks after the walk is sprayed the Board will inspect it to determine if weeding is necessary.
T. Steketee reported that he had spoken with Julia Griffin, Hanover Town Manager, to explain Hanover’s process of the Video Franchise Agreement.  He also met with Charlie Davenport, Topsham Telephone, to review the draft of the franchise and discussed the proposed changes/updates with the Board.

· All references to Topsham Telephone should read Topsham Communications, LLC.

· Changing the wording on underground construction where it is required to read “…the Grantee likewise shall construct, operate and maintain all of its transmission and distribution facilities underground unless a waiver is granted by the Franchising Authority.”
· Will require further clarification of whether a seasonal home is considerer, ½ or ¾ of a home for extension density calculations and if Topsham will offer seasonal contracts.

· Other changes were grammatical and formatting.

T. Steketee will contact Davenport, review the changes and submit a final draft for signature.
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S. Clifford reported on the following:

· She requested that the Welfare Guidelines be discussed at the next regular meeting.

· The spruce tree next to the bench outside the town office needs to be moved before it grows into the power lines.  Charlie Waterbury is willing to help move the tree.

· Jesse Bushaw, Timber Tax Appraiser from the NH Dept. of Revenue, stopped into the town office to let the Board know that there is an Orford resident cutting timber without an Intent to Cut.  He will inform the Board when he files a report.

· If the Board wishes to place an article in the Friends of the Orford Libraries Newsletter the deadline is May 15th.

· Due to July 4th falling on a Saturday, Floyd Marsh will open the recycling center on July 1st in the evening.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
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