TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

June 10, 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Charlie Waterbury, David Bischoff, G. Porter Miller

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm by J. Bouzoun.

C. Waterbury reported that the highway department has been ditching and grading on Grimes Hill Road, Bean Brook Road and Blackberry Hill Road and they will continue with other town roads through the month.  He also completed and handed in the equipment inventory for the highway department.  

P. Dalton spoke with Waterbury about the Employee Safety Committee that would consist of all six full-time employees.  He asked Waterbury to chair the committee and Dalton will schedule an informational meeting.  The committee must be functioning prior to July 16th when the NH Department of Labor will review the town’s safety policies and procedures and inspection all building.  Waterbury agreed to chair the committee and suggested the town use the same inspection guidelines as the Department of Labor.
The Board asked Waterbury if he had gotten any quotes for cost to repair the Quinttown Bridge.  Waterbury received quotes on Decking $3,000, railing $2,000, Welding $2,000 and concrete $25,000.  He stated that the majority of the traffic on that bridge is logging trucks and estimated that the work would take two weeks.  

Waterbury reported that the Town Garage had been vandalized the night of June 9th where locks were cut, diesel fuel stolen, items were burned in the sand pit.  The incident was reported to the Orford Police Department.

D. Bischoff addressed the Board regarding Quinttown Bridge.  He asked if it would be worth having Tim Ruggles’, a registered highway engineer, looking at the bridge and estimating what would need to be done and the cost to bring the bridge back up to its original load carrying capacity, and the cost.  P. Dalton felt that a state inspector should re-inspect the bridge since Waterbury had reinforced it since its last inspection and determine what its current load carrying capacity should be.  Bischoff also felt that more 
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money should be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund to pay for repair and replacement of town bridges.  The Board agreed.  The Board also stated that it will prioritize the level of need for repair or replacement of the bridges in town.  Bischoff asked to be kept informed of any inspections or scheduled work on the Quinttown Bridge.
J. Bouzoun asked Porter Miller if he had been informed of the fire department policy on who assumes command during a fire.  After meeting with Orford Fire Chief Dennis, Chief Colby and Robert Maddock from the Fairlee Fire Department, it was stated that the ranking officer, first on the scene is in charge.  Miller stated that he was misinformed concerning this matter shortly after the fire.
J. Bouzoun also mentioned Heidi Miller had called to discuss the appraisal of her property that had been appraised during construction.  The Board will speak with Steve Allen, Town assessor, at its next meeting about this and S. Clifford suggested that his wife call to make an appointment to meet with Allen on June 17th.

P. Miller stated that he has spoken with Floyd Marsh regarding the placement of trash barrels at Upper Baker Pond Beach; Marsh is willing to collect the trash weekly.  Miller also asked if a sign stating no camping, alcoholic beverages or fires be posted at the pond.  The Board will speak with the Parks and Playground co-chairs about having barrels placed at the beach and ordering proper signage.  Miller said he will purchase a second picnic table for the beach area, and have his campers keep the beach clean and tidy as part of their community service efforts.
The minutes of June 3, 2009 were approved as amended.

S. Clifford reported on the following:

· She has contacted electricians regarding electrical work recommended at the town office to comply with the Fire Chief’s recommendations.  

· The Selectmen’s office will be closed Friday, June 12th 

· The next meeting will begin at 4:00 pm, June 17th
· E-mailed guidelines for welfare allowances to the Board

The Board discussed and approved the allowances for direct assistance.  The guidelines are now ready for review by Ann Green.

P. Dalton reported on two variance requests from J. Barrett regarding a waiver for the 100 year flood plain and reviewed the specifications supplied with the request.  He stated that the two properties were seasonal dwellings and he recommended that the 
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variances be granted.  Once all required state and federal permits are received the Board would then issue a building permit.
A motion was made to grant a waiver to the flood plain elevation variance for the two properties on River Cottage Lane.  The motion passed.

The Board discussed the proposed playground on Boat Landing Road.  P. Dalton stated that the Board can grant permission to use public properties per RSA 41:11.  J. Bouzoun said that the conservation commission was responsible for managing the property and the recommendation to grant permission should come from them.  Bouzoun was concerned about any top soil being removed and sold from this project becoming part of the playground monies.  T. Steketee felt that any monies received should be used for the purpose of the property, the playground.  

P. Dalton reported on the following:

· Has spoken with Tony Perry regarding the driveway to his camp, which will remain as is.

· The Lions Club will purchase an automated defibrillator for the second police cruiser.

J. Bouzoun reported that he has visited the State Garage to talk with them about the sand build-up on Bridge Street.  There was no one available at the time and he will continue to try to speak with someone.  Bouzoun will also speak with Justin Adams regarding the complaints of mowing over and damaging tree roots on the town common.  The Board also will have the Town Tree Warden, Charlie Waterbury, take a look at the trees and report back to the Board.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
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