TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

July 29, 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton

OTHERS PRESENT:  Bruce Schwaegler, Rick Evans, Tom Thomson, Bry Beeson, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun.

Rick Evans submitted a request for abatement of timber yield taxes for operation number 08-355-06, map and lot 007-030-003 and for operation number 08-355-10, map and lot 008-031-006. Copies of trucking, mill slips and stumpage payout reports were submitted with the abatement.  The Board will review his request and advise him of the decision.
Tom Thomson addressed the Board regarding his timber yield tax on operation number 08-355-11, map and lot 007-030-017.  He gave a brief history of the property and stated that it has not been logged since 1940 so he was essentially weeding out the old wood and thinning for a managed forest.  A map of the property was reviewed indicating where the road and landing were put in to access the property.

Thomson’s concern was that the quality of the wood was billed at the highest value and he felt it should be the lowest value as the project was to thin and get rid of junk wood.  He suggested when timber yield taxes were being reviewed by the Board that the land owner be part of the discussion as they are more familiar with their property.

Thomson stated that he had met with Jesse Bushaw, State of NH, Department of Revenue, and asked why Orford was considered in the Northern District when, in his opinion,  it is clearly in the Central District.  Thomson requested Bushaw review this matter in depth with his department.  
The Board also felt it would be helpful if the Timber Tax Assessment Worksheet was handed out when people came into the town office requesting an Intent to Cut report and filled out by the logger and returned with the Report of Cut.
Bry Beeson spoke to the Board regarding Attorney Waugh’s response to the review of the amended Richmond Conservation Easement with Upper Valley Land Trust (UVLT). P. Dalton stated that he continues to be concerned over F. Section 3(C) stating “sole discretion”, where Attorney Waugh maintains the town cannot grant sole discretion to a private entity.  Dalton also addressed the other issue Attorney Waugh felt was important, L. Section 11 and thought the recommendation was added for clarification.
Dalton suggested that Jean MacIntyre and UVLT have the opportunity to review Attorney Waugh’s recommendations before any decisions are made.  Beeson agreed and felt that if UVLT could delete ‘sole discretion’ and make the other changes the easement would be accepted.

The minutes of July 22, 2009 were approved as amended.

J. Bouzoun reported that he had spoken with the state highway department supervisor for Orford about sweeping Bridge Street and the holes on both sides of Route 10 in front of the Orford Social Library.  The supervisor stated that he is minus four crew members at this time, but will look into sweeping Bridget Street.  He said that they do not own a sweeper, and it would have to be leased at $100 per hour.  They will try to fill the holes on Route 10.
Bouzoun also requested on the next agenda that time be set aside to discuss revenue.  P. Dalton suggested that Carl Cassel, Treasurer, be part of the meeting to discuss cash flow.  Bouzoun went on to discuss an e-mail from NH Retirement System updating information on the amount of the town’s contribution and another e-mail from David Perry regarding a request for a letter of support for West-Central NH Health Communications Collaborative (WCNH-HCC).
P. Dalton reported that work continues on the Mitigation Plan and the committee members have been asked to submit their votes for projects.

S. Clifford reported that Emily Bryant called to inquire what the Board had decided regarding having her doing the town tax maps.  The Board stated that at the present time the budget is for a set amount for a yearly update and the start-up cost Bryant quoted is substantial and not budgeted for at this time.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

