TOWN OF ORFORD

Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

August 12, 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen, Bruce Schwaegler, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun.

Steve Allen, town assessor, reported that he completed the abatement request from the Sanborn’s including a complete inspection, measured the building and recommended  that the existing assessment is correct. The Board agreed. He viewed the Streeter property and recommended reducing the view portion of the assessment because trees had grown reducing the view to seasonal. The Board agreed.  Allen has completed all recent subdivisions and property inventory pick-ups and has given them to the Tax Collector to use for the second tax bill.

The minutes of August 5, 2009 were approved as amended.

T. Steketee reported that Brad McCormack would soon begin the construction of a cricket over the door to the handicap ramp and a roof to keep snow and ice from blocking the back doors of the town office.  Steketee will also talk with McCormack about doing some additional work in the basement and ask about repairing the foundation.

The Board discussed the need to replace the front steps of the town office and decided to do a temporary repair, and then budget for new steps next year.  There was also discussion on the number of skunks being handled by the animal control officer The Board decided that too much money was being spent responding to calls about animals such as bats, bears and skunks.  The Board will meet with Roy Daisey and discuss their decision on animal control.

Bruce Schwaegler discussed a letter from the NH DES that he received in March regarding five items that needed to be addressed at Indian Pond Dam in order to insure that the Dam is in compliance with the NH dam regulations.  Schwaegler and the Board reviewed and amended the Operation, Maintenance and Response Information sheet, and agreed that both will send responses the Dam Bureau.  Schwaegler stated that  removing debris from the spill way, the removal of trees and brush within ten feet of the dam and establishing a hardy vegetation cover once the trees and brush are removed has been discussed with Charlie Waterbury. Because the Dam is co owned by the Town and Schwaeglers the cleanup and repair will be a joint effort. The Board thanked Schwaegler for his excellent work preparing the response criteria.

P. Dalton announced that he will be on vacation the week of August 24th and will not be able to attend the August 26th meeting.

T. Steketee stated that he had drafted and mailed a letter of response to Ella Tobelman regarding her problem with a culvert on Mud Turtle Pond Road.

J. Bouzoun spoke about the revised estimate from Emily Bryant to produce the Town tax maps and her assumption of access to the digital copy, which the Board has no authority to grant.  Bouzoun will contact Dollard Tax Mapping and inquire about the cost of the rights to the digital maps.

Bouzoun distributed a spread sheet that showed Town revenues to date. The State Revenue sharing money ($8700) which the Town was slated to receive was eliminated during the State’s recent budget development. Also fees collected by the Town Clerk have fallen short of what was predicted. The Board did not feel, however, that at this time that the situation was of an emergency nature. The Board will continue to review the figures on a monthly basis, or more often as needed

The Board discussed changing meetings from weekly to bi-weekly. They will make a decision at their next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sheri L. Clifford

Administrative Assistant

Town of Orford

2529 Route 25A

Orford, NH  03777

603-353-4889

