TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Paul Goundrey, Herb Verry, Bob Palifka, Ann Green, Cicely Richardson, Terry Harwood, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:41 pm by J. Bouzoun.

J. Bouzoun announced that the first part of the budget review would be conducted between the Selectboard and the Budget Advisory Committee, each department budget will be reviewed and the Committee can make suggestions, comments or corrections.  He asked that the public in attendance wait until the conclusion of the review to ask questions.
Bouzoun explained that departments were asked to level fund as much as possible and those departments that included employees base their calculations on a 2% wage increase.  The Board reviewed several health insurance options because the current plan would increase 16.4%.  An alternate health plan was approved at less than one percent increase.  Dental insurance increased 5.5%.

During the review Bouzoun explained the changes in the retirement plan, Town Clerk fees and revenues, licensing fees, and the new Town Auditing firm that will save the town $4,000.  He explained that the town’s assessing firm, Brett Purvis and Associates will conduct a statistical analysis this year in lieu of a total town re-assessment is not required.
Also discussed was the cost of street lighting that Bouzoun will research further for savings, the increase in propane, the need for improvements to town buildings and the increase in funds to Upper Valley Ambulance.  Discussion on the Fire Department was tabled until further information can be obtained.  Safety equipment saw an increase to comply with the NH Department of Labor; a contract will be drafted for solid waste disposal and mowing for the town.

There was discussion concerning road improvements and paving for River Road and/or Upper Baker Pond Road.  The Board will speak with Charlie Waterbury to assess the greatest need.  Also discussed was the need to increase the capital reserve fund for bridge replacement and repairs.

The public hearing for the 2010 town budget will be Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the Niles Room at the town hall.

The minutes of December 23, 2009 were approved as amended.

P. Dalton reported that his meeting with the NH Department of Labor went well and they have agreed to hold the fines until re-inspection to be scheduled for the end of January.

T. Steketee reported that he has not had further contact with Attorney Waugh regarding the culvert dispute on Mud Turtle Pond Road.

J. Bouzoun discussed the request from Bry Beeson to adopt a proposed warrant article regarding a Class VI Road discontinuance.  Bouzoun asked the Board their opinion as Beeson requested an answer following the board meeting.  The Board agreed that the article should be submitted under petition.
Mr. Beeson also asked the Board at the last meeting if they would adopt a warrant article regarding provisions of RSA 36-A:4-a, 1(b).  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 36-A: 4-a, 1(b) to authorize the conservation commission to expend funds for contributions to qualified organizations for the purchase of property interests, or facilitating transactions related thereto, where the property interest is to be held by the qualified organization and the town will retain no interest in the property.
The Board decided to adopt the article without any recommendations.

The Board discussed the request from John Adams regarding an emergency call list if any problems arise with the generator at the town offices.  The Board will recommend that Mr. Adams and the original installers be part of the call list and perhaps Charlie Waterbury if needed.

At the January 13, 2010 meeting the Board will complete job evaluations, two timber tax calculations and respond to Chief Kilmer’s request to review alternative health plans.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
