TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

January 20, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by J. Bouzoun.

The Board discussed the work to be done to the office doors and adding a door between the Town Clerk’s office and Selectmen’s office to comply to Department of Labor standards.  Todd Spayth submitted a quote and the Board agreed to have Spayth do the necessary work.

The closed minutes of January 13, 2010 were approved as amended.

The minutes of January 13, 2010 were approved as amended.

P. Dalton reported that he had spoken with a representative from FairPoint and they have no current plans to install fiber optics in the Town of Orford at this time.  He had also spoken to Charlie Davenport, Topsham Communication and Topsham is waiting for FairPoint to complete their work on the poles and then move along with the installation of fiber optic cable.
Dalton also reported that he is working on the Selectmen’s report for the Town Report.  The Planning Board met January 18th and will be holding a public hearing on February 15th, to discuss proposed changes to the sub-division regulations.  The Planning Board will be posting an agenda and meeting minutes regularly.

T. Steketee reported that he placed a call to the NH Fire Marshall and is waiting for a return call.  He also discussed the e-mail from Attorney Waugh regarding the letter from Ms. Tobelman’s attorney suggesting that they view the culvert on Mud Turtle Pond Road in the spring.
J. Bouzoun asked the members of the Board about a pay increase for the fire fighters. T. Steketee felt that in order to do this more information was required and he would like to check with neighboring towns on the pay scale for their fire fighters.  P. Dalton suggested that the Board first determine the department’s status.

S. Clifford reported that Mr. Steiner from Local Government Center would like to meet with the Board regarding the Town’s membership.  The Board asked that the meeting be scheduled after the February 3rd, public hearing on the budget.
Clifford asked if the Board wanted her to send out a letter and copy of the budget worksheet to department heads prior to the public hearing so they would be informed of what the 2010 budget consisted of and if they had any questions or concerns.  The Board asked her to wait until all budget requests were reviewed.

Clifford was contacted by Bry Beeson, Orford Conservation Commission, regarding the resignation of Molly McHugh and the request to appoint Ann Duncan Cooley to the Commission.  

A motion was made to appoint Ann Duncan Cooley to the Conservation Commission.  The motion was approved.

J. Bouzoun asked the Board to take the time to review the draft of the town report prior to the public hearing on February 3rd.  He also asked them to be prepared to do a thorough review during 2010 to simplify the report, make it more informative and less repetitive.
The Board reviewed the 2010 Warrant, updated the Capital Reserve Fund and completed the necessary warrant articles.

The next meeting the Board will discuss the Fire Department Budget and complete the employee evaluations.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

