TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

April 28, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Charlie Waterbury, Steve Allen, Cicely Richardson, Sam Greene, Karen Wertman, Keith Wertman, David Perry, Julia Griffin, Paul Goundrey, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun.

C. Waterbury gave the Board a copy of the 2007 FEMA report for Attorney Waugh to review regarding the culvert on Mud Turtle Pond Road.  He reviewed a $48k0000 bid for a new one-ton truck and dump body.  Waterbury also said that the trees on the common need to be mulched and the mulch for the community field tress would be paid for by their trust fund.  He suggested that only the trees that boarder the mall walk be done with funds available.  He has submitted a request from the Niles Committee to purchase a Liberty Elm tree.
Waterbury requested that the highway department begin a four-ten hour per day work week to begin May 3rd.  He will also post a sign at the town sand pit that will read: For Orford Residents Only – No Trespassing.  He explained that there has been an ongoing problem with littering and misuse of the pit.
S. Allen, Assessor, reported that he has viewed all of the inventory form changes (pick-ups) that were returned and will complete the data entry this week.  He has also completed data entry for applications for current use and a subdivision.  Allen plans to have the statistical update completed by August to give ample time to hold informal hearings for property owners.
Sam Greene, Assessment Representative, NH Department of Revenue Administration, discussed the assessment review of town records and field work.  He distributed a detailed packet that explained the Marlow decision, RSA’s, the statistical update for 2010 and assessment guidelines. Greene explained the statutory level and uniformity of assessments and assessing practices.
The Board went into executive session at 6:20 pm to discuss a legal matter.
The Board resumed the regular meeting at 6:40 pm.

D. Perry gave the Board a brief overview of the WCNH seven-year effort to improve the community broadband infrastructure.  He reminded the Board that the town voted in 2009 on the amended warrant article 5:  To see if the Town will vote to enter into a inter-municipal agreement by and among the towns of Orford, Lyme, Hanover, Enfield, Springfield, Newbury, New London and Sunapee, to create a non-profit corporation to develop a broadband communications network, in accordance with RSA 53-A provided there are no financial obligations necessary that will be raised through taxes, this year or in the future.

The Board had a problem with the wording of the agreement in paragraph D regarding an increase of budgets in each town.  However, it went on to say that the Town can withdraw from the agreement at anytime.  The Board signed the inter-municipal agreement and article of corporation.
P. Goundrey told the Board that he would be meeting with Ted Cooley on May 4th regarding the pedestrian trail and asked if he had to warrant the meetings and post minutes.  The Board stated that Goundrey was appointed the ‘Trail Manager’, and therefore by RSA meetings do not require a warrant.
The minutes of April 14, 2010 were approved as amended.

T. Steketee reported on the April 27th meeting with the NH Fish & Game Department regarding the boat landing project and proposed dry hydrant.  The Department requires a statement from the Fire Chief with the benefits of a dry hydrant and a letter from the Selectboard as to why they would like a dry hydrant installed at the boat landing.  Fish & Game is willing to assist with the trenching for the hydrant.
A motion was made that the Town should install a dry hydrant at the boat landing while construction is taking place.  The Town is responsible for the purchase of hardware and materials and work with North Country R C & D for a design if it is provided free of charge.  The motion passed.

P. Dalton reported that the agreement to use the school (Rivendell Academy) as a Red Cross emergency shelter was reviewed.  The Red Cross did not attend this meeting and rescheduled to May 6th.  He will report back to the Board once this agreement is finalized.
J. Bouzoun asked about the Fire Department status, citing the need for a formal name and ratifying a Chief per the 1993 Warrant Article and RSA.  The Board agreed that Steketee would draft a letter to the Fire Department with tasks to be accomplished by specific dates.
Bouzoun asked about the modifications to the Town Clerk’s office.  Steketee stated that some of the materials were on back order.  The work should begin the first week of May and Inspector Roy has been informed of the unforeseen delay.

Bouzoun suggested that the Board meet with John O’Brien and John Adams to talk about donations to the Playground Committee and Walking Trail being in separate accounts, but under the Parks & Playground budget for supervisory purposes.

Bouzoun stated that the streetlight at Rivendell Middle School, near the greenhouse, needs to be transferred to a Rivendell account, not paid for by the Town.

Bouzoun said that he has spoken with Tim Ruggles regarding Mousley Bridge.  Ruggles will proceed with the design of the bridge, but doesn’t want to get involved with the building or having the gerter paint removed.  He will help with the permitting process.
Lastly Bouzoun asked the P. Dalton to draft a list of contractors for town projects and asked the Board if meetings should go back to weekly session to complete work in a timely basis.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.

The Board went into executive session at 8:50 pm to discuss a legal matter.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 9:05 pm.

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

