TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

May 12, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  John Adams, Brad McCormack, Cicely Richardson, Paul Goundrey, Joe Arcolio, Paul Messer, Sr., Brenda Smith, Lucille Palifka, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by P. Dalton.

J. Adams discussed how donations and fundraising money would be handled for the Playground fund and for the Walking Trail fund.  All money and requests for funds will be handled in the same as the Community Field fund; it will be received by the Treasurer, posted to dedicated accounts as noted below and transferred to the Trustee of Trust Funds. The Treasurer will then request the release of funds as approved expenditures are needed.
A motion was made to set up trust accounts under RSA 35-B:2, II as a procedure for transferring money in and out of the Playground fund and Walking Trail fund to be overseen by the Parks & Playground Committee.  The motion passed.
Adams also mentioned a cash flow problem with regards to a bill from Rivendell on funds that were not invoiced the last two years.  He recommended that the town make their usual payment and once taxes are collected in June pay the remainder to bring the town up to date with school taxes.  The Board asked Adams to write a letter of explanation to Rivendell and enclose the usual payment.

T. Steketee asked Adams if he knew the proper process to audit the fire department to ensure that town funds are not being intermingled with non-profit funds.  Adams suggested that the Board designate an auditor that has working knowledge of fire departments to carry out the process.  The Board felt that a physical inventory of town owned fire equipment is required first to begin this process.
P. Goundrey reviewed the received report of cut for the current billing term.  He showed how he calculated the yield tax and discussed how each report was classified with what was cut, the location of the cut and value of the timber.  The Board must review and approve the final tax calculations.  Goundrey expressed his willingness to continue reviewing these reports to assist the Board if they wanted.  The Board asked that he continue and thanked him for all of his help.
The Board went into executive session at 6:30 pm to discuss a personnel matter.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 7:05 pm.

P. Dalton reported that he has begun a draft of contractors beginning with Orford residents and then with contractors from surrounding towns.  Also, he received two quotes for directional digging for the dry hydrant pipe that is required for NH Fish & Game.

T. Steketee asked if A. Dennis had sent a letter to NH Fish & Game regarding the need for the dry hydrant.  Clifford stated that she was not aware if this had been done.  Steketee will speak with Dennis about the letter and also draft a letter with a completion date of one month for the fire department inventory.

S. Clifford said that Mr. Tanguay was interested in the .5 acre behind his home (Map 008-91B Lot 25) that is owned by the Town.  Dalton thought that in order to sell town property it must be voted on at town meeting.  He will research further.  Clifford was asked by J. Bouzoun (via a phone conversation) to post the draft minutes at the town office.  

The minutes of April 28, 2010 were approved as amended.

The Board requested that the following be placed into the minutes from the April 14th meeting.

Chief Kilmer expressed concern over talk around town and public perception regarding the new police cruiser.  He did not go behind the Board’s back, it was clearly stated at a meeting in December that the Board approved, at no expense to the town, that the vehicle could be ordered.  The board assured Kilmer that they were in complete agreement with the ordering and purchase of the new cruiser.
P. Dalton reported on the May 6th meeting with the Red Cross to designate the Rivendell Academy as an emergency shelter.  After inspection the Red Cross felt there would be no reason not to approve the Academy as an emergency shelter.  Gary Collins also felt the School Board would approve this as well.

The Board will meet on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 at 5:00 pm to discuss meeting minutes and review timber yield tax only.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

