TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

May 26, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Bouzoun, Paul Dalton, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen, Bruce Schwaegler, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by J. Bouzoun.

Assessor S. Allen reported he reviewed three requests for property tax abatements.  The first request was for property on Indian Pond Road had no change at this time.  The second abatement request was for property on Route 25A.  It was reclassified from commercial to residential property, but there was no change in its assessed value.  The third abatement request was for property on Prettyman Road.   The request was based on a portion of the property being quite wet during a portion of the year.  Allen advised the Board that the assessed value of the wet acreage had already been significantly reduced.  The Board denied the rebate.
The minutes of May 19, 2010 were approved as amended.

The closed session minutes of May 19, 2010 were approved as amended.

B. Schwaegler explained the subdivision of his property on Indian Pond Road.  The subdivision creates a small 0.7 acre non-buildable lot which includes his half of the Indian Pond dam.  State law requires that such a lot be subject to a conservation restriction that prohibits any building and wastewater discharge on or to the lot. He presented a draft of such a conservation restriction for the property.  He asked if the Town wanted to hold the easement and also if it would be acceptable if he asked Attorney Waugh to review the document for the Town.  He volunteered to reimburse the Town for Waugh’s review.
A motion was made that the Board would contact Attorney Waugh and recommend he meet with Bruce Schwaegler to review the conservation restriction agreement and make any necessary recommendations to the Board.  The motion passed.

T. Steketee reported he is waiting for a copy of the Fire Department’s inventory of Town owned equipment.  Michael Hinsley, Lyme fire Chief, met with Chief Dennis to assist in compiling the inventory.  The Board discussed ways to track purchases made by the fire department with town funds to keep the inventory up-to-date.
J. Bouzoun strongly stated that the Board’s directions must be in writing and distinctly state what is to be done and by when it is to be done.  He also stated that everything doesn’t have to be done overnight, but things must get done.  He suggested the Board spread out its directions over time to the Fire Department in a manner that makes the requests possible to attain.  He also suggested that the next such requirement from the Board to the Fire Department be that the private non-profit organization currently registered with the State under the name of The Orford Volunteer Fire Department change its name.  State law specifically prohibits any private fire fighters’ association using a name that implies in any way that it is the municipal fire department.  A name such as The Orford Firefighters Association for example is perfectly legal.  Bouzoun suggested the name change as their next task because it will require a minimum of effort and time on the firefighters’ part.
Steketee reported that he will meet with RC & D on June 1st to review the plans for the dry hydrant at the boat landing.  He will also contact NH Department of Labor about the update in the Town Clerk’s office being delayed.

P. Dalton reported that he spoke with Jamie Dow from the Department of Revenue to determine how the town’s fund balance was calculated.  He will meet with Treasurer John Adams and Carl Cassel to review potential future cash flow problems.
S. Clifford received an e-mail from Paul Goundrey regarding the walking trail from the west side of Indian Pond Road to its end on Grimes Hill road.  This trail has been cleared and now easily passable with very little debris.  Clifford also stated that she will be away June 1st and June 8th to June 11th, proper notice will be placed at the Town Office and the Orford Post Office.

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

