TOWN OF ORFORD
Public Hearing – Budget 2011
February 3, 2011
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Paul Dalton, Paul Goundrey, Tom Steketee

OTHERS PRESENT:  Bob Palifka, Paul Carriero, Tom Thomson, Cicely Richardson, Ann Duncan-Cooley, Jane Bryant, Robb Day, Carol Boynton, Sue Kling, Carl Cassel, Ann Green, Louise Mack, Justin Adams, Arthur Dennis, Harry Osmer, Sheri Clifford

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.
Dalton opened the meeting to the public for comments regarding the proposed 2011 town budget.  He announced that Paul Goundrey submitted his resignation from the Budget Advisory Committee due to a conflict while filling a vacancy on the Selectboard until Town Meeting.
R. Palifka asked why, for the second year, a new fire engine was not being purchased as one of the engines is now past certification.
T. Steketee answered that certification does not exist.  It is more a matter of keeping records of maintenance and testing of equipment on the engines.  

T. Thomson asked if broken or outdated equipment on a truck could be replaced rather than the entire truck.

Thomson also asked the Board to review how much sand is used per year and to test the town sand pit as to how much is there and how long it will last.  He felt that there should be a plan in place to put money aside for the purchase of sand for the town.
R. Palifka asked what the Board decided to do regarding library funding.  P. Dalton stated that the Board has equal funded each library.

L. Mack asked about funds going toward bridge replacement.  P. Dalton stated that in 2010, $70,000 was approved to replace Mousley Bridge and now there is the need to determine a priority of what bridge will be replaced or repaired next.  He went on to explain state ratings of bridges.

R. Palifka asked if the Board could research the question of whether the Budget  Committee is an “advisory” committee or an “official” committee.  They operate in an advisory capacity now.

R. Day stated that the Conservation Commission will be making a motion at town meeting to not support the warrant article to change the land use change tax funds.

P. Dalton said that he respects their opinion, but the Board will present the warrant article and ask the residents to vote.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

